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Famously referred to as part of the "Axis of Evil,” 
North Korea is one of the most secretive and 
mysterious nations in the world today. A series 
of manmade and natural catastrophes have also 
left it one of the poorest. When this fortress-like 
country recently opened the door a crack to 
foreign investment, cartoonist Guy Delisle 
found himself in its capital of Pyongyang on a 
work visa for a French film animation company, 
becoming one of the few Westerners to witness 


current conditions in the surreal showcase city. 


Armed with a smuggled radio and a copy of 1984, 
Delisle could only explore Pyongyang and its 
countryside in the company of his translator and 
a guide. But among the statues, portraits and 
propaganda of leaders Kim Il-Sung and his son 
Kim Jong-Il-the world's only Communist 
dynasty—Delisle was able to observe more than 
was intended of the culture and lives of the few 
North Koreans he encountered. His astute and 
wry musings on life in the austere and grim 
regime form the basis of this remarkable graphic 
novel. Pyongyang is an informative, personal, 


and accessible look at an enigmatic country. 
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KOREA 
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scour (8 





iTS ANOVEL... AN OLD ONE... 
FROM THE 14505. A KIND OF 
CLASSIC... 
its 
FICTION, 














UH... LET'S SEE... 75 
HARD To DESCRIBE... 
175 BASICALLY “JUNGLE” 
BUT WiTH ARRANGE- 
MENTS THAT ARE 
ALMOST CLASSICAL... 
AND SOUNDS THAT... 





WHAT KIND ዐየ 
Music 15 THiS? 






YOU'RE HERE 
FOR THE SEK? iF THAT'S 
THE NAME OF 

THE ANIMATION 






OH! WELL, 
EVERYTHING 15 
ALL RIGHT THEN. 






STUDIO, 














ум MR. KYU, 
YOUR GUIDE. 


gp THE DRIVER iS 


OUTSIDE. 





THE DRIVER 
HANDS ME 
FLOWERS THAT 
І KNOW AREN'T 
REALLY MEANT 
FOR ME. 


TO HELP ME 
PREPARE FOR 
THIS TRIP, I 
WAS GIVEN A 
BOOKLET OF 
TRAVEL TIPS, 





HYGIENE 
Bring your own medication, 
Do not drink the tap water 














TRAV 
All travel must be by studio vehicle, n the company of an interpreter and/or guide 
No vehicles on Sundays. 

Only NGOs have unrestricted access to vehicles and travel 

No lights at night. 














ALLOWED 


Audio cassettes. 


CD player and CDs. 

Portable computer and printer 

Cameras and film, camcorder Not everything can be photographed. 
Food: mustard, ketchup, etc 

Books to give to nterpreter at the end of the trip. 


















PROHIBITED 

Mobile phone (confiscated at airport and returned 
on departure) 

Pornography. 





INCREDIBLE! HE'S SMOKING 


iN ΑΝ AiR: CONDITIONED CAR 
WITH CLOSED WINDOWS | 


ANELEGANT WAY OF TAKING ME ONA 
STOP THAT'S OBLIGATORY FOR 
NEWCOMERS WITHOUT BEING OBVIOUS. 


MY GUIDE SUGGESTS WE ViSiT THE HIGHEST 
POINT iN THE CiTY 10 ADMIRE THE VIEW 
BEFORE GOING To THE HOTEL. 





Kim IL SUNG, 
11 METERS 
OF BRONZE. 


FOR VISITORS, iT'S A DISPROPOR- 
TIONATE ONE-ON-ONE WiTH THE 
GIGANTIC FIGURE OF THE 
FATHER OF THE NATION. 


WHO, DESPITE HiS 
DEATH (1912-1994), i$ 
STILL PRESIDENT, 










UH... WHAT'S THE PROTOCOL? 
ТМ NOT SURE WHAT HAPPENS 
NEXT. 






WHOA! 
HOLY Cow... 
THAT'S HUGE ! 





MISCELLANEOUS 

Do not do anything on your own. 
Refer to your guide or interpreter 
for advice in all circumstances. 


Tips: forbidden 
Never make jokes about the 


Great Leader or the Dear Leader 
Show respect. 











THE THINGS AN 
ANIMATOR HAS TO DO 
το СЕТА біб. 





BACK IN THE PARKING 
LoT, т COME ACROSS GERMAN 


ALL THE FOREIGNERS ο dae < Mo 
WHO WERE ON THE Мы ы, i 
FLIGHT, ALONG WiTH = 

THEIR RESPECTIVE 

GUIDES. 


YOUNG iTALiAN 
FOREIGN AID 


DURING MY STAT, Т 
MET EVERY ONE OF 
THEM AGAIN. 





MY HOTEL i$ ON А SMALL 
ISLAND, МОТ FAR FROM 
DOWNTOWN. 


(75 GOT THOSE GOOD OLD 
STANDARD ROOMS- COLD AND 


iMPERSONAL, JUST LiKE THEY 


a LIKE THEM ነክ ASIA. 





NORTH KOREA 15 ΤΗΕ WORLD'S MOST ¡SOLATED COUNTRY. FOREIGNERS TRICKLE iN. 
THERE'S NO INTERNET. THERE ARE NO CAFÉS. iN FACT, THERE'S NO ENTERTAINMENT, 
IT'S HARD TO EVEN LEAVE THE HOTEL AND MEETING KOREANS iS NEXT TO 
IMPOSSIBLE. 


τα WELL, THAT'S WHAT I 

LUCKiLY I'VE HAD 

PRACTICE BEING ALONE THOUGHT, BUT I WAS 

BECAUSE THIS WON'T BE WRONG - WHICH JUST 

А FUNHOUSE. GOES То SHOW THAT 
YoU'NE 601 10 ВЕ. 
READY FOR ANYTHING 
WHEN YOU TRAVEL. 


MISTER GUY? 
READY To Go TO 
THE STupio? 


АВТ... DOESN'T 
EVERYBODY? 


HEY, ISN'T THAT 
KARL UP THERE? 





SCIENTIFIC AND 

EDUCATIONAL 

FILM STUDIO OF 
αἱ KOREA (SEK 


THINK 
iT WORKS? 














I FIND THE PERSON I'VE 


წ $0, FIRST SAIGON AND NOW 
COME το REPLACE: SANDRINE, 


ONGYANG, НА НА HA ዘል! 
SOMEONE 1 OFTEN CROSS PYONGYANG, 


PATHS WITH iN THE SMALL 
WORLD OF ANIMATION. 


THE LAST TIME WE MET WAS iN VIETNAM, 
BEFORE THAT WAS PARIS AND OVER TEN YEARS გ серен 

ў z Дет" 
Або, THE SOUTH OF FRANCE. GET STARTED. 


T'M DOING 
CORRECTIONS ON 
EPISODE ONE. 














Он, HEY, 
SORRY... Т 
FORGOT. 


T'VE Come 
HERE TO WORK, 





SEE THIS SHOT 7 
T'S FINE THE WAY iT iS, 
бот MOVE ON. 


UH? WHATS WRONG? ¡STHERE А 1 DIDN'T SAY A THING... I'M JUST 
PROBLEM? DO YOU THINK WE SHOULD TRYING To GET A SENSE OF THE 
REDO iT? QUALITY WE WANT HERE. 


ACTUALLY, IT'S A BIT 
WEAK WHEN НЕ JUMPS. 
T'LL ASK FORA 
RETAKE. 





RICHARD, WHO WORKS 
WANNA HAVE TWO FLOORS UP FOR 
A DRINK? ELLIPSE ( ANOTHER 
FRENCH STUDIO), SUGGESTS 
WE TAKE A BREAK. 


NEARBY, IN 
WHAT LOOKS 
LIKE ል 

HOTEL. 


= 


EXCEPT FOR A FEW 
SOLDIERS, THE PLACE 
15 DESERTED. 


WE SiT DOWN NEXT SHIT, WE FORGOT To 
TO THE WINDOW TO TELL THE GUARDS 


HAVE SOME LiGHT. WHO CARES? WE'RE 


RiGHT NEXT DOOR, 


AFTER 3 MONTHS iN NORTH 
KOREA, SANDRINE HAS DEVE- 
LOPED CERTAIN REFLEXES, 








I HOPE THINGS 60 
BETTER HERE... 





о CORTO MALYESE 5 





OUR 
FRIEND 
HAS COME 
Td WORK 

ON CORTO 

MALTESE. 








@CASTERMAN- PRATT 





SEOUL WAS A HUGE BUT SINCE WE' VE 
WASTE ዐየ TIME... iN FACT, THEY HAD ТО RUN OUT OF CASH... 
LEAVE WiTH THE SHOTS 
AND REDO EVERYTHING 
ЇМ PARIS. 


ALL WE'RE DOING HERE MiNi | KEYS: DRAWN BY ANIMATORS iN PARIS. 
ARE THE TWEENS... КҮ 





GREAT, THAT WAY Кір5 DON'T HAVE 

To BOTHER READING THE Books. 
HENCE THE THEY'LL JUST THINK EVERY- 
TRIED AND TRUE THING STARTED ON TV, LiKE 
FORMULA. TINTIN. 








RICHARD’ S GUIDE TURNS UP. - 
МЕ LOOKS RELIEVED TO SEE SANDRINE AND I DECIDE 
us. THAT WE WANT TO WALK 


BACK 10 THE HOTEL. 


QUR GUIDES DONT ACTUALLY 
OBJECT, BUT THEY'RE NOT 
HAPPY, EITHER. 


WELL, CoOL... THEY'RE NOT 
SOCH A PAIN AFTER ALL. 


A 
AND WHEN WE CAUGHT UP THEY ADVANCED AGAIN, ALL THE WAY TO THE HOTEL. 





521978 | 


2 


1 


1 
P3 ° 
zu 





PYONGYANG HAS THREE HOTELS FOR FOREIGNERS. 


р 


THE KORYO, iN 
HEART OF TOWN. 
“1 THEYANGAKKDo, WHERE 
ከአዘዩ;ዘ ANDI ARE STAYING. Й 


= 











THAT EXPLAINS 
THE FRENCH 


iTS A MASSIVE 50-STOREY TOWER WITH A REVOLVING 
RESTAURANT, BUILT iN THE 1980s DY A FRENCH FIRM. 


DESIGNER TOILETS. 





| ALL FOREIGNERS ARE ON 
THE Ist FLOOR, THE 
ONLY ONE THAT'S LiT, 


THiS iS MY 
FAVORITE ... 


(T LEAST iT'S BRIGHT 
A HERE, NO... WE CAN 
] TRY ANOTHER 
16 YOU 
LiKe. 


ARE THERE THE NO. iTS 


ANY MORE LiKE BEING RENOVATED, 
THIS? 





т DON'T MEAN TO COMPLAIN, ARGH! AND 175 WET, 
BUT THIS iS THE FILTHIEST 700! MY ELBOWS ARE 
TABLECLOTH I'VE EVER SEEN“ 





THERE'S А CAFÉ iN THE LOBBY. WE Go 
THERE FOR DESSERT. iT'S DRIER ON 





FOREIGN ADMIRERS OF THE 
Kim REGIME WILL SOON 
BE ABLE TO WATCH THE 
DEAR LEADER'S HEROIC 
EXPLOITS iN HIGH” 
DEFINITION SPLENDOR 
WITH DOLBY SURROUND 
SOUND. 





UGH! THiS STUFF iS 
SWIMMING їм Qil! 


SOAKING! 













WE MEET TWO 
TELECOM 
ENGINEERS 
FROM FRANCE. 


THEY'RE HERE FOR A WEEK, LONG ENOUGH ТО 
INSTALL A HIGH-DEFINITION TRANSMITTER... 


AN OBVIOUS PRIORITY FOR 
A COUNTRY GETTING THE 
MOST AiD ነዝ THE WORLD! 


iN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT, I WATCH A PERSON WHO'S WALKING BACKWARDS. I DON'T KNOW 
iF ¡TS THE JET LAG OR THE FACT THAT I'M BRACED FOR ANYTHING HERE, BUT THE SIGHT 
DOESN'T SEEM ABNORMAL OR EVEN SURPRISING. 





^ ОН, LOOK, А ραν 
№, WALKING BACKWARDS. 


THE BEST THING 
ABOUT LIVING 
iN HOTELS 15 
LVIM6 DOWN 
ON THE 
BEDSPREAD 
міти YOUR 
SHOES 


HERE Т AM, 
BREAKING 

A MAJOR 
FAMILY TABOO 
BEFORE YOUR 
EYES. 








DAMN, THERE'S NOT 
A SINGLE BULB HERE 
THAT'S BRIGHTER 
THAN 40 WATTS. 







TLL PROBABLY 
GOBLIND, BUT I GUESS 
ORWELL 1$ WORTH 


11. 





“HOW OFTEN, OR ON WHAT SYSTEM, THE THOUGHT POLICE PLUGGED iN ON ANY INDIVIDUAL 
WIRE WAS GUESSWORK. IT WAS EVEN CONCEIVABLE THAT THEY WATCHED EVERYBODY ALL 
THE TIME. BUT AT ANY RATE THEY COULD PLUG iN YOUR WIRE WHENEVER THEY WANTED 
То. 400 HAD TO LiVE-- DiD LIVE, FROM HABIT THAT BECAME ÍNSTINCT,,," 





THE MORNING FOG OVER TAEDONG STRETCHES To iNFiNiTY 
WW THE DISTANCE, MUNICIPAL LOUDSPEAKERS ¡NTONE THEIR LIIMMV, 


HEY! I KNOW, I'LL TALK 
їм RHYME ALL DAY... 
WHAT A GREAT 
iDEA... 


| THERE'S A POEM iN THE AiR, 





АМ, SCREW THAT. 
WHY DRIVE MYSELF 

NUTS ALL DAY MAKING 
ሀየ RHYMES. 


LOOK, THERE'S A BUNCH OF CHi- 
NESE DOING THE “REVERSE” 


Did You See? 
THERE'S MELON 
TODAY. 





AS USUAL, THE VAN, DRIVER, GUIDE AND 
TRANSLATOR ARE WAITING TO TAKE US ТО 
THE STUDIO. 











1 JOIN SANDRINE AT 
THE FAR TABLE. 












THEY'RE WALKING BACK- 
WARDS. DIDN'T YOU KNOW? 
ሽኘ A TRADITIONAL FORM 
OF EXCERCISE. 






он, $0 
THATS iT. 








PYONGYANG : PHANTOM CiTY 


iN A HERMIT NATION. 





THE FEW DISMAL PICTURES You ЗЕЕ IN THE WEST HAD 
ACTUALLY LED ME TO EXPECT WORTE. 








TRAMWANS, CARS, BUSES, TRUCKS... T TURNS OUT THE EVERYTHING iS VERY 
STREETS AREN'T DESERTED AFTER ALL. CLEAN. 100 CLEAN, 
iN FACT. 


NO ONE LINGERS iN THE STREETS. 
EVERYONE HAS SOMEWHERE ТО BE, 
SOMETHING To Do. 








DURING THE KOREAN WAR, BOMBS RAINED ON THE 
iTS ALL NEW, CITY FOR ን YEARS, FLATTENING iT. 


AFTERWARD, THE PARTY OBLITERATED ANYTHING 


RESEMBLING AN OPPOSITION... AND SEALED OFF 
THE COUNTRY To 


ALL SIDES. 





1 KNOW. WE HAD A 
LOUSY TEAM ዐዘ 
EPISODE 2. 


WHOA! MORE THAN 
30% OF THE SHOTS 
WAVE To BE REDONE. 








ОК, MARK UP THE 
REST AND ти. Go 
CHECK THE RETAKES. 





To CHECK THE ANIMATION, I WORK ON A COMPUTER THAT'S USED 
FOR PRODUCTION THE REST OF THE TIME. 








WITH TT, T'VE INHERITED A TECHNI- 
CIAN WHO HELPS OUT WITH GREAT 
TEAL INSTEAD OF TAKING A BREAK 
WHILE I Do MY STUFF. 







4 


SHE POINTS AT THE 
SPOT I'VE GOT το 
Click, 





я AFTER А WHILE, SHE LETS UP AND DECIDES TO СМЕ ME A 
it ЕЕ TASTE OF HER COUNTRY’S MUSICAL GENIUS INSTEAD. 
ANNOYING. š 


THE TUNES SOUND LIKE А CROSS BETWEEN MY NEW FRIEND j ÍNGING Ri 
ል NATIONAL ANTHEM AND THE THEME ALONG, Mati кт 
SONG OF А CHILDREN'S SHOW... LIKE A То GET ME бомб, 700. 
BARNEY REMIX OF “GoD SAVE THE 

QUEEN” OR “OH CANADA". 





iN EVERY ROOM, ON EVERY FLOOR, IN EVERY BUILDING THROUGHOUT NORTH KOREA , 
PORTRAITS OF PAPA КІМ Амр HiS SON HANG SiDE ВУ SiDE ON ONE WALL. 


AND SINCE" Kim iL SUNG 15 KIM JONG-IL AND КІМ JONG-iL 
iS Kim il- SUNG”, THEY'RE MADE 10 LOOK ALIKE . 








кім SENIOR'S AS ARE kim 
GRAY HAIR AND JUNIOR'S 
DEFORMING | შლ AND 
NECK TUMOR | wen 
ARE GONE. | š 





ONLY | 
CoMMUNIST 
DYNASTY. 


му COFFEE BREAKS LEAD То A FEW 
MORE OBSERVATIONS. 





THE ANGLE CUTS QUT ANY REFLECTIONS 
THE PORTRAITS, WHICH ARE THAT COULD PRENENT YOU FROM CONTEMP- 
HUNG HiGH ON THE LATING THE SUN OF THE 21% CENTURYAND 
қ WALLS, HAVE A үйірер. HiS VENERABLE FATHER. iT ALSO 
EDGE ABOVE INTENSIFIES THE GAZE iN THiS FACE- 
THAN BELOW. 10- FACE ENCOUNTER. 










BOTH WEAR ONE OF THE OFFICIAL BADGES THAT INVARIABLY 

Û DEPICT Кім JUNIOR OR Кім SENIOR YOU CAN'T TELL FROM THE 
PORTRAITS, BUT IT'S TEMPTING To THINK THEY'RE WEARING 
EACH OTHER'S IMAGES, CREATING THE KIND OF SHORT 
CIRCUIT ANIMATORS LOVE... 











WTA) ¿When the chanacten 
[8 on the ribbon, keep 
it tight asthe bow umnawels. 






Oy else he Looks like 
he's holdimg a smake 
amd playimg with it. 







AFTER ASKING TWO 
DAYS АБО, ТМ 
BEING TAKEN 10 
VISIT ONE OF THE 
Prides OF THE 











BURIED 90 METERS UNDERGROUND, THE PYONGYANG SUBWAY CAN DOUBLE AS А BOMB SHELTER 
iN CASE OF NUCLEAR ATTACK. WHAT BETTER WAY To CULTIVATE A CONSTANT SENSE OF THREAT ? 


MARBLE FLOORS, CHANDELIERS, SCULPTED 
COLUMNS. ΙΤ A SUBTERRANEAN PALACE TO 
THE GLORY OF PUBLIC TRANSIT. 


\ 
} 


NERY WHERE, GARISH MURALS TRAN SFi GURE 
А REALITY THAT JUST SEEMS DRAB To ME. 


iN А CITY WITHOUT ENOUGH ELECTRICITY TO POWER iTS TRAFFIC 


я THE TOUR ENDS AT 
LICHTS ΤΗΕ SUBWAY TUNNELS ARE LIT ሀየ LiKE LAS VEGAS | 


THE NEXT STATION. 
OUR DRIVER PICKS 


፲ ሃዩ NEVER MET 
ANYONE WHO'S 
SEEN MORE THAN 
TWO STATIONS. 








В 10 SAY GooD- YUS QUICK AND EFFICIENT. 

И BYE, SANDRINE | . | Starr OF MEAL: 8:30 ЕМ. 

| HAS ORGANIZED З КӨ Î Piles oF FOOD, BEER ALL 
AFAREWELL 0. а Т ||) AROUND, A FEW BOTTLES OF 
γιννεκὶν 7 m i RICE WINE, CONVERSATION, 
RESTAURANT А Ἢ DILL, END OF MEAL: 9:30PM. 

NO. 2... : ] | WE LEAVE, SOME ዕየ US 
ES RED- NOSED AND OTHERS 
RED-EARED. 


ο. CHOSEN BY OUR KOREAN FRIENDS, PROBABLY FOR THE 
PRIVACY THEY ENJOY iN AHOTEL FOR FOREIGNERS. 


FRESH QUT OF EGHT YEARS 
OF MILITARY SERVICE ነዘ 
THE COUNTRY'S ARMED FORCES. 


AS PART OF THE HAND - 
OVER, Т GET ΜΥ VERY 
OWN TRANSLATOR, 








iTS ALWAYS А PLEASURE 
iN THESE COUNTRIES To PAY 
$5 FOR ALOUSY Си? ዐየ 
INSTANT COFFEE. 


ЗЕТОЗ! 
THiS MUST 
BE MONTE 















A SUCE OF BREAD 


1 ORDER FRENCH MY MOTHER USED | 
DIPPED iN MILK AND 


TOAST. ТО MAKE iT FOR 


ΜΕ WHEN I WAS HEATED IN THE MICRO - 
А Kip, WITH WAVE. THE KOREAN 
Sorbie ag LOTS OF BROWN RECIPE i$ NO PAVLOV- 
SUGAR ON TOR... ЛАМ TRIGGER FOR 
MMM. HAPPY CHILDHOOD 
MEMORIES., 





Aa ма iN ALL, THEY UNLOADED 
ABOUT TO LEAVE. $ 500,000 WORTH OF 
HARDWARE FOR DIGITAL 
BROADCASTING TO ASIA 
AND RUSSIA. 


1 FINISH UNPACKING AND SUDDENLY 
REMEMBER A HIGHLY ILLEGAL በሼክ 
STOWED AWAY iN MY BAGS. 





AN ITEM Т SHOULD HAVE DECLARED (ACCORDING 
3 To THE FORM I HAD TO FILL OUT ON THE PLANE), 


I COULDN'T RESIST BRINGING іт. NORTH KOREAN RADIOS ARE ALL LOCKED ONTO OFFICIAL 
STATIONS. CURIOSITY GUT THE BETTER OF ΜΕ. 


I SLOWLY TURN THE DIAL, FEELING DELICIOUSLY INSUBORDINATE. 





iN W BOOK THE AQUARIUMS 

OF PYONGYANG, KANG CHOL- HWAN, 
A PRISON CAMP SURVIVOR TELLS 
HOW HE WAS DENOUNCED BY A 
FRIEND FOR LISTENING TO 
FOREIGN RADIO BROADCASTS. 
TiPPED OFF IN TIME, НЕ 
MANAGED To ESCAPE TO 
CHINA iN AUGUST 1997. 





HEY! WE'VE GOT 
NEWCOMERS ON THE 








NOU CAN የር UP A DOZEN 
FREQUENCIES ON AM AND FM, BUT 
THEY ALL PLAN THE SAME STATION. 





YOU DON'T HAVE 10 BE PSYCHIC] | THEY LEANE THE DOOR አ AND YELL TO EACH 
το KNOW THEY'RE CHINESE, | | OPEN, WATCH TELEVISION OTHER FROM ROOM TO 
iN THEIR UNDERWEAR... ROOM UNTIL LATE iNTO 
THE NIGHT. 





ANOTHER GROUP ዐየ CHINESE LIVES ON 
THE EIGHTH FLOOR. 


BUT THEY WORK HERE, DOWNSTAIRS. 





ONLY CHINESE NATIONALS ARE EMPLOYED | | THE BENEFIT OF FOREIGNERS i$ THEY DON'T 
iN THiS PART OF THE HOTEL, WiTH iTSCASINO,| | SPEAK KOREAN, PREVENTING CONTACT 
SAUNA, RESTAURANT AND DiSco, WiTH THE LOCALS. WHICH iS HARDLY ል 

_ | | THREAT, SINCE THEY CAN'T LEANE ኸር ISLAND. 


NORTH KOREANS ARE BARRED FROM WE TRIED TO SLi? PAST THE DOORMEN 
THIS міні LAS VEGAS, IMPORTED FROM BUT FAILED. 

MACAO, PRESUMABLY TO SHIELD THEM 

FROM CAPITALIST DECADENCE. 





"THOUGHTCRIME WAS NOT А THING THAT 
COULD BE CONCEALED FOREVER. (OU MIGHT 
DODGE SUCCESSFULLY FOR AWHILE, EVEN 
FOR YEARS, BUT SOONER OR LATER 
THEY WERE BOUND TO GET You.” 


I SPEND 

SOME TIME 

WITH MISTER 
GEORGE. 





T'VE READ THE Book BEFORE, вит | ERIC BLAIR ^«^ GEORGE ORWELL 


REREADING iT HERE iN THE LAST К(71, ORWELL BECAME A SERGEANT WITHTHE 
BASTION OF STALINISM REVEALS | IMPERIAL POLICE IM BURMA. HE RESIGNED 5 YEARS 
THE FULL EXTENT OF ORWELLS | LATER, REJECTING THE OPPRESSIVE 
PROPHETIC INSIGHT. IDEOLOGY. DURING THE SPANISH CIVIL 
WAR, HE JOINED THE REPUBLICAN 
MILITIA. A NECK WOUND TOOK Him 
TO BARCELONA, ім THE GRIPS OF 
INFIGHTING, IN 39, HE TRIED TO 
ENLIST, BUT WAS DECLARED UNFIT. 
HE BEGAN WRITING /987 IN 1948 * 
ILL WITH TUBERCULOSIS, HE 
WENT FROM HOSPITALS TO SANA 
М TORIUMS AND DIED SOON AFTER в 5 
EM) THE PUBLICATION OF HiS BOOK. ΕΗ 













115 THE BOOK THAT I WONDER WHAT BOOK 
COMES το MIND FOR A A NORTH KOREAN WOULD THE HISTORY OF 
STAY ім NORTH KOREA, TAKE ON A TRIP το THE Commune? 





К TRE SAME YEAR KIM Їм SUNG, WITH SOVIET SUPPORT, FOUNDED THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA. 


I SPEND THE REST OF THE 
AFTERNOON TAKING NOTES, 
FLOATING ON THE SONIC 
GROOVE OF MY BRILLIANT 
COMPATRIOT PLASTIK- 
MAN. 


AT SOME POINT, I NOTICE THE 
STRANGE BEHAVIOR OF THE 
CAFE WAITRESSES, 


ONE WAVES A BUTTERFLY 

NET AS THE OTHER 

ADVANCES, FLY (WATTERS 
ІҢ HAND. 


APTER TAKING THE FLY FROM THE NET SHE RUTHLESSLY WEDGES iT 
BETWEEN THE MIRRORED SURFACE OF THE GRAY MARBLE FLOOR AND 
HER RUBBER-SOLED SHOE, THEN CRUSHES iT WITH GREAT CARE, 
GRINDING HER HEEL FOR WHAT SEEMS LIKE AN INORDINATELY 


HER COLLEAGUE 
LOOKS TAME BY 
COMPARISON. 








THE 0000 THING ABOUT WEEK- 
ок... Р ENDS LIKE THIS 15 YOU DON'T 
WHAT NOW 7 MIND GOING BACK TO WORK 
ON MONDAY. 


I WANDER THROUGH A SERIES OF NARRO IL 5 LIKE YOU RE iN AVIDEO GAME, 
CORRIDORS, ALL PANED IN GREY MARBLE, TRACKING A MOVING TARGET. 


pb 


I COME ACROSS A SOUVENIR SHOP, A SNACK BAR, A SAUNA, А ONE-LANE BOWLING 
ALLEY, A BARBER SHOP, AN НИТ POOL, A SMALL GROCERY STORE, А BOOKSHOP, AND 
THEN FIND MYSELF QUTSIDE.., 





А GREENHOUSE, A LARGE GARDEN WHERE THE FEW VEGETABLES WE'RE SERVED ARE 


GROWN, A GOLF COURSE AND A LONG CEMENT PROMENADE THAT SKIRTS THE ISLAND. 
iN ALL, A MINIATURE CITY. 





THE ONLY THING MiSSING 

ON THE SET ARE THE HOWLING 

BALLS THAT SHOOT QUT OF 

THE WATER WHEN YOU TRY 
TO ESCAPE, 





І EAT AT NUMBER ን, AFTER LONG AND 
CAREFUL OBSERVATION, T DECIDE THAT 


THE TOOTHPICKS MUST ВЕ HANDCARVED, 





BEFORE GOING 10 BED, I ¡TS A LOST CAUSE... 
MAKE А POINT OF HANGING 

THE “DO NOT DISTURB" 

SIGN ON THE DOOR 

HANDLE, 


JEEZUS! IT'S EVEN 
WRITTEN iN 
KOREAN... 


THE FANTASY PASSES AND 
I TRY TO GET BACK TO SLEEP, 


па EHER: 


AS THOUGH TS ABSOLUTELY CRUCIAL 
THE CHAMBERMAID COMES AT 
ТАМ. SHARP TO BRING MY DAILY 
WATER RATIONS. 


I BRIEFLY IMAGINE А FEW 
SOLUTIONS TO HELP HER 
SEE THINGS MY 





WHILE BOARDING FOR PYONG- HE ii TED ME TO GET iN TOUCH THROUGH 
YANG, I MET ΑΝ ITALIAN THE OFFICES OF THE WF P (THE UNITED 
ON ሠና WAY TO WORK FOR NATIONS WORLD FOOD PROGRAM.) 


PEKING 


INTERNATI 


A NN 
ПА At 









AS WE WAITED, A SERIES ОРАССРЕМТУ- 7 Guess THEY WERE MEANT 








CAR, SKATEBOARD, BIKE, RODEO - TO BE FUNNY, BUT BEFORE 
PLAYED iN А LOOP ON THE AIRPORT GETTING ON A FLIGHT 
TN SCREENS. 
10 NORTH KOREA, T 
WOULD HAVE PREFERRED 
MISTER BEAN. 





SUNDAY MORNING, T THEY RELUCTANTLY AGREE TO TAKE 
MEET MY GUIDE AND ME TO THE NGO QUARTER, 
INTERPRETER. TT TURNS OUT 


THEY ALSO LIVE INTHE HOTEL. 


LIKE THE BASEMENT OF THE YANGAKKDO, BUT THINGS AREMORE RELAXED НЕВЕ AND 
THE ENTIRENGO AND EMBASSY QUARTER THEY CAN ENTER WITH FOREIGNERS. 


i$ OFF-LIMITS το THEM. 


THERE'S A GUARD AT 
ENERY CORNER AND IN 
FRONT OF EVERY BUILDING. 


THE CRISIS WAS OFFICIALLY BLAMED 
ON A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE NATURAL 
CATASTROPHES : FLOODS, DROUGHTS... 


iN FACT, FACED WiTH A FAMINE iT COULDN'T 
CONTAIN, THE REGIME HAD TO OPEN THE 
DOOR A CRACK То APPEAL FOR AID IN 


1995. 





SINCE THEN, FOOD AiD HAS POURED ነዚ THIS HIGHLY STRATIFIED SOCIETY, THE REGIME 
iN, FEEDING UP TO A THIRD OF THE | | USES RATIONING TO CONSOLIDATE POWER. 
COUNTRY'S POPULATION, 








AS A RESULT, SEVERAL 
NGOs - LIKE OXFAM, 
DOCTORS OF THE WORLD 
AND DOCTORS WITHOUT 
BORDERS - LEFT AFTER 
А FEW YEARS, CON- 


A NATIONAL PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM GIVES CITIZENS PORTIONS 
BASED ON THEIR LOYALTY AND USEFULNESS TO THE REGIME. 









сонне» POPULATION USELESS POPULATION 




















THECORE | THE “LUKEWARM” THE HOSTILE” 





CLUDING THAT ልነን 
2 е ፖ WAS BEING DIVERTED 
250 grams | DAY * AWAY FROM THE 
PEOPLE. 








"III | адан | 


у 5 Ме AN ADDITIONAL: 
- PARTY SKILLED WORKERS „CHILDREN OF DISSIDENT PARENTS | [በከነ ከኢ, ¡GNORED BY TYE 














CADRES - SOLDIERS, DIPLOMATS POLITICAL PRISONERS (AfPROX- 
- е й REGiME, ARE LEFT TO 
ለን (PYONGYANG RESIDENTS ) || - LABORERS 599,999) Нес FOR THEMSELVES. 










ıı. LEAVING BEHIND HUMANITARIAN INITIATIVES 
THAT ESSENTIALLY PROP UP THE EXISTING 
REGIME 












POPULATION 
WOULD NEED 
To SURVIVE TO 
RECONSTRUCT 
A VICTORIOUS 
SOCIETY, 















LATER I PLAY GOLF WITH RICHARD AND WE TRY THE CHINESE RESTAURANT 
iN THE BASEMENT, WHICH LINES UP TO ITS REPUTATION. 
8 Ç 









AFTER A FEW ROUNDS OF POOL, | | Because (8) His GUIDE, UNABLE То Join US, SIMPLY LEFT, 
it Aly ша WT FOREIGNERS CANT TAKE TAXIS WITHOUT A GUIDE, AND 
THERE'S A PROBLEM: © NORTH KOREANS CAN'T TAKE TAXIS AFTER 102M UN- 
LESS ACCOMPANIED BY A FOREIGNER. 








ALL RIGHT... 
WHERE'S MY 





AND 501 ACCOMPANY MY GUIDE WHO ACCOMPANIES RICHARD THROUGH A CITY LIT ONLY BY 
THE HEADLIGHTS OF CARS AND MONUMENTS TO THE GLORY OF THE GREAT LEADER. 








HOW TERRIBLE! THEY'LL 


OHNO, THE FREEZE To DEATH ! 


CHILDREN ARE LOST 
ім THE SNOW- 
STORM! 





SHOT (20) : ἱμροβταντί WHILE I WRITE THE RETAKE | INITIALLY, I TRIED το CONVEY 
when the фа, иж prda NOTES, МУ TRANSLATOR — | THAT I DON'T UNDERSTAND 
out tha duldan ae lick MAKES HIMSELF USEFUL | KOREAN (ESPECIALLY NORTH 
መ Wol, | ELSEWHERE. THAT DOESN'T | KOREAN) BUT HE JUST KEPT 
PREVENT ONE OF THE COMING BACK FOR MORE. 
TWO ANIMATION DiREl - 
TORS FROM COMING 
10 CHAT. 





«ЕМЕН AFTER I ұн 2 шер wit 
uT OUT THE besz: ас зак с WOW. 117 
a N ΙΚΣΙΣ2/ | THINGS ALWAYS CRAZY HOW 
3 Т GET THE WORK OUT iN MUCH YOU CAN 
SAME WAY, BUT THE END! SAY WITH A SMILE 
THE FEELING | IM AND A WAVE 


τ ο τῷ 
S0, WASTING TIME? PASSES. 


WELL, I WON'T 
т 


YESSiR, AS 
YOU CAN SEE, 


Um busy! Е 
OF COURSE, 
SURE, NO 





LATER THAT PAY, А STRONG WIND PICKS UP. 


A GROUP OF PEOPLE GATHERS SUDDENLY, A STACK OF 
BY THE ENTRANCE TO THE PAPERS RISES UP AND 
STUDIO. FLIES IN ALL DIRECTIONS... 











PEOPLE ARE SNATCHING 
THEM QUT OF THE МВ AND 
OFF THE GROUND. 


THERE ARE PAPERS EVERY- 
WHERE: ON THE CARS ONTHE 
SIDEWALKS NEXT DOOR .., 


E v 



















THE PAPERS | 
ALMOST MAKE iT 
UP TO MY FLOOR. 







А RAINSQUALL ዘ 
AND THE WIND 
DOUBLES IN STRENGTH! 





/ | SHHEEEIT! 
ΤῊΝ ARE THOSE BETTER 


ANIMATION F ROT ጌጅ OUR 
қ PRODUCTION 
PLANS 





No PROBLEM... 
T'S СОКТО MALTESE. 





f A зо come мотно Д Ano 
SISTERS |) FORTHE 
STRUGGLE CARRIES 0MMMM.. 


ON EVERY FLOOR THERE'S ል THE HALLWAY’S WEST WINDOW LOOKS DOWN ONTO THE COURTYARD, 
HAND-PAINTED CHART FILLED | | WHERE AN EXHIBIT OF WORK BY YOUNG ANIMATORS iS BEING HELD. 
WITHPRODUCTION STATISTICS. к - 


= <= 


1 G0 DOWN TO LOOK, THE DRAWINGS HANG їм GROUPS, FROM MOST To LEAST DESERVING. 
MY TRANSLATOR AT THERE'S A CHART HERE, T00, BUT I CAN'T PECIPHER iT. MY 
MY HEELS. COMPANION CAN'T EITHER. 





113 ALL STANDARD FARE ‚WITH 
A FEW SAMPLES OF"TRIUM- 
PHANT SOCIALISM” 


IT USED ТО BE RISKY TO GROW 
YOUR OWN FOOD iN THE 
“PARADISE OF SOCIALISM", 


ONLY ONE DRAWING STANDS OUT 
FOR (TS PERSONAL STYLE, 
BUT iT'$ iN THE BOTTOM 


BROAD CHEST, 
SQUARE JAW. 


BUT WITH TODAY'S 
SHORTAGES THE REGIME ARE THE MOST VISIBLE SIGNS 
LOOKS THE OTHER WAY. OF ЗЕ" ‘OPENING სწ. 





I WALK HOME AT NIGHT, PARTLY TO 
ANNOY THEM, BUT MOSTLY TO CLEAR MY 
HEAD AFTER A DAY AT WORK. 


THiS TIME THEY DON'T TAG 
ALONG in THE VAN (THE 
METHOD WAS 100 OBVIOUSLY 
RIDICULOUS). INSTEAD, I GET 
A DESIGNATED COMPANION. 





THEY DONT GET THE CONCEPT. TO THEM, WALKING 
iS THE MISERABLE FATE OF THE UNPRIVILEGED. 
DRIVING iN ONE OF THE FEW CARS THAT PLY THE 
STREETS OF PYONGYANG, ON THE OTHER HAND, 

1$ SUPREME. 


IT WAS DURING THESE LONG WALKS THAT I WAS ABLE TO AND I HAVE TO SAY THAT DES - 
TALK MORE FREELY WITH THE ONLY NORTH KOREANS T WAS PITE MY INSIDIOUS QUESTIONS, 


AUTHORIZED To ASSOCIATE WITH. 


MY GUIDE AND BOTH MY INTER: 

PRETERS WERE ALWAYS STEAD- 

FAST iN THEIR LOYALTY TO 

THEIR COUNTRY AND BELOVED 
LEADER. 





HUNGARIAN BUSES - VINTAGE 19505 AND GENUINELY MAGNIFICENT— DRIVE AROUND WITH ONE 
QR MORE STARS ON THEIR SIDES. SiN TELLS ME THAT EACH STAR STANDS FOR 5000 ACGDENT- FREE MILES. 


GREAT! WELL, FROM 

Now ON J WON'T GET 

ON A BUS WITH LESS 
THAN ን 5185... 


THEY ARE 
VOLUNTEERS. 


UP AHEAD, WOMEN ARE WHITEWASHING THE 
STONES THAT DECORATE THE BASE OF THE TREES. 


| 


Hun? 
VOLUNTEERS 7 





T LEARN THAT iN NORTH KOREA YOU HAVE 10 BE ON YOUR GUARD FOR DEVIOUS SPIES HATCHING 
EVIL PLANS TO DESTABILIZE THE SOCIALIST SYSTEM, 





THE FIRE THAT BURNED NEXT 10 THE ннн 
STUDIOS 5 WEEKS AGO, FOR EXAMPLE, WAS | КУ REALLY? THERE'S 


TRAITOR. Н | CAN'T BE Too 
THE WORK OF EU መ= |] SPIES EVERYWHERE ? CAREFUL. 










7 THOSE ARE STUDENTS 
PREPARING FORTHE 
NATIONAL HOLIDAY IN 
NOVEMBER. WILL 
THEY STOP 
TRAINING 
AFTER 
THAT? 






WE COME ACROSS SOLDIERS TRAINING TO LOUDSPEAKERS 
THAT SPEW OUT COMMANDS AND BLARING MUSIC. 


2) 






























NO. THERE'S THE JANUARY CELEBRATION ТО Y | 
PREPARE NEXT, AND THEN THE SPRING 
FESTIVAL” 


BASICALLY, 
THEY'RE BUSY 
ALL THE TIME. 






THERE'S ስ LOT 
T0 po... 


WITH A SiX-DAN WORK WEEK, 
ONE DAY OF “VOLUNTEER” 
WORK AND PREPARATIONS 
FOR BiG EVENTS, THE 
AVERAGE СІТІТЕМ HAS 
ALMOST NO SPARE 
TIME. 


Е 


BODY AND SOUL SERVE 
THE REGIME. 











THREE FOURTHS OF THE WAY ACROSS, THE WORK STOPPED (SHORTAGE ОҒ BLUE?) THE WORKERS NEVER CAME BACK. 


— 
_____-_- ane A 


THiS DISPLAY OF EFFICIENCY SEEMED LIKE AN APT ANALOGY FOR THE COUNTRY AND 115 REGIME. 








JUST BEFORE THE HOTEL, WE PASS BY A Bi6 BUILDING. 








“PYONGYANG ነ 
INTERNATIONAL | 
CINEMA“ 
















THAT iS A 
CiNEMA, YES. 










MAYBE WE 
(ош) 60 THIS 
WEEK. А MOVIE 
WOULD BE ል 
NICE 
CHANGE... 


CINEMA NEXT TO 
THE HOTEL? 








AFTER Т iNSISTED FOR A FEW DAYS, HE FINALLY ADMITTED THAT THE THEATRE i$ USED ONLY ONCE EVERY 
TWO YEARS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF CINEMA, FEATURING COUNTRIES LIKE SYRIA, LIBYA, 
AM IRAQ AND SCREENING THE LATEST NATIONAL PROPAGANDA FILMS 10 DESERVING 





WE ARRIVE EXHAUSTED. MY LEGS FEEL LIKE I NITE HiM TO THE CAFE FOR A DRINK. 
JELLY. COMRADE SIN LOOKS RELIEVED To 


НАМЕ PUT THIS WHIM BEHIND нім, 


WASN'T THAT GREAT? 
FROM NOW ON WE'LL 
WALK HOME EVERY DAY. 





50, HOW MUCH eas Е ACCORDING TO HIM, WITHOUT AMERICAS 
LONGER Пи. | 4 IMPOSED PRESENCE iN SOUTH KOREA, THE 
THEY'RE THE ONES BLOCK. COUNTRY WOULD HAVE BEEN UNIFIED 
¡NG THE PEACE PROCESS LONG AGO, LETTING THE SOCIALISTS iN 
BEGUN BY THE TWo PRES THE SOUTH EMBRACE THEIR BROTHERS 
¡DENTS їм 2000. IN THE NORTH AND HELP THEM ACHIEVE 
THE PEOPLE'S PARADISE THEY МЕ 
BRAVELY HELD ONTO SINCE 1948. 


AREAS ADA 


139032 WAL 


WORTH! SOUTH 





AFTER THE ASIAN ECONOMIC CRISIS iN 1996, SOUTH KOREANS DON'T INTEND TO 

SUPPORT A COUNTRY 46 TIMES POORER THAN THEIR OWN I AND AFTER SEEING 

WHAT WEST GERMANS HAD 10 PAY FOR THEIR REUNIFICATION, THEY WON'T 

BE INVITING YOU OVER ANYTIME SOON! ESPECIALLY GIVEN THAT THE YOUNG 

(UNLIKE THEIR PARENTS, WHO STILL HAD FAMILY iN THE NORTH) HANE NO 

DESIRE TO SACRIFICE MATERIAL COMFORT 10 WELCOME A FLOODTIDE OF 
UNEMPLOYED WORKERS. 


DREAM ON, 





THAT'S WHAT T COULD HAVE SAID... BUT T 
STUCK To SOMETHING LESS POLEMICAL 
INSTEAD... 


SINCE W. BUSH'S ELECTION, 
RELATIONS ARE WORSE THAN 
EVER AND MILITARY MANEUVERS 
ALONG THE 36™ PARALLEL ARE 

NEEDED то PREPARE FOR 


uum.. I SEE, IMMINENT ATTACK, 










AUS A CONSTANT FIXATION TO HEAR THEM TALK , THE 

iN THE PAPERS ON EVERYWHERE, THE WAR ENDED LAST WEEK 

ΤΝ AND INCONVERSA COUNTRY iS GEARING UP. AND iS DUE TO RESUME 
ANY DAY NOW. 





A THE ARMY 15 THE PEOPLE, THE PEOPLE ARE THE ARMY, 


iTS iN THE FORMER RUMANIAN EMBASSY, NOW FULLY CONVERTED. 
THE GUIDE SHOWS UP AND | | ፐን MENTION CEAMCESCU'S GLORIOUS DEMISE, BUT I WANT TO 


SUGGESTS AN EVENING OF қ š 
POOL AT THE DIPLOMATIC CLUB. THINK ABOUT SOMETHING ELSE AND ENJOY THE EVENING. 















| нанаманана Y | 
|| two MONTHS, | | 
A HAHAHAHA / ` 


WONLONG DO YOU || JUST 
STAY iN PYONGYANG ° / | Two MONTHS. 





THE MOMENT WE WALK iN, 
A FOREIGNER COMES OVER 
10 SHAKE HANDS... 






BEFORE RETURNING TO HiS GAM Г : 
HE SAYS HE'S HERE FOR S YEARS МЫ Е кеш, 
WiTH Το 60 BEFORE HE SEES | δ 
HiS BELOVED ሀ፣ለ AGAIN. | З EL ? 














I'M NOT SURE, 
WHERE Did You 
HEAR THAT? 


OH, T SEE. 
SAN ANTONIO 
iS TRICKY. 










HOLD ON, ТМ 
GOT JUST THE 
THING 







f оч. 
WS SCIENCE 
FICTION. 






HE'S TOO HARD. 
I'MGiViNG ሀየ DO 





WHAT KIND 
of Воок 
ми? 


ÀN A BOOK 1 
WASGIVEN.ITSBN | Хор HANE ANYTHING 






SAN ANTONIO: | EASIER то READ? 













γίνε IMPERIALIST SPY iN THE PAY OF SOUTH KOREA'S PUPPET GOVERNMENT HAS 








iT TOOK ME A MOMENT To WHAT HAD ME FOOLED WERE INTHE END, T REALIZED THAT 

FIGURE IT OUT... AT FIRST, | | THOSE WHO TAKE OFF THEIR | | EVERYONE, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, 
I THOUGHT: JACKET, AND WITH iT THE WEARS ΟΝΕ ዐየ THESE OFFICIAL 

PRECIOUS PiN. PINS, FEATURING EITHER @ Кім 
iL-SUNG (Әкім JONG-1L OR 

© Боти кім JONG- IL AND 

Kim il- SUNG. 





















801, A LOT ዐየ 
PEOPLE WEAR THAT 
წ. 






Wow! THOSE PINS 
ARE GREAT! WHERE}. 


CAN І BUY ONE? 


19 THERE A LoT 
LEFT TO Do ON 
EPISODE ን ? 





HOW ABOUT WE 00 SEE THE 
ANIMATORS ON THE (IM FLOOR? L 
STILL HAVEN'T MET THEM. iT SEEMS 
A BiT STRANGE... 





οι tet FE 238 II MANA Y. 
екуи BES + | SAZ y аренде 
ESO ЙИ ΠΕλ ШЕЕ! 
пата! Ms a 


= 






iTS SUCHA \ 
BiG DEAL, JUST 
FORGET iT, 








CHRIST! IT'S 
BEEN OVER 10 
MINUTES ! 





WHY DONT WE TAKE 
THE STAIRS AND GET 
SOME EXERCISE? 
















HEY, WHAT'S THAT THEY'RE BUILDING 






BiG CONSTRUCTION SITE AN OPERA. WOW... 
ACROSS THE STREET? NO KIDDING, 
REALLY 7 


BEFORE GOING INTO THE I INTRODUCE MYSELF TO THE TEAM, WHICH T WOULD NEVER MEET 
ANIMATORS’ ROOM,WE ТАКЕ | | AGAIN, AND THANK THEM FOR ALL THE WORK THEY'VE PUT INTO 


OFF OUR SHOES. KOREA HAS “OUR LITTLE MICKEYS,” ALLOWING PARENTS ነዘ OUR CAPITALIST 


CONTRIBUTED A LOT TO SOCIETY TO SLEEP iN WHILE THEIR KiDS STAY GLUED TO THE 
JAPANESE CULTURE. N. 


1 WALK UP AND DOWN THE 


ROWS TO ¡NSPECT THE TROOPS. 


BUT HERE, INSTEAD OF PHOTO- 
COPYING THE MATERIAL SENT 
FROM PARIS THEY TRACE EVERY- 
THING BY HAND, IN MULTIPLES. 


ANIMATORS USUALLY TACK UP MODEL SHEETS OF THE 
CHARACTERS THEY'RE WORKING ON. 


ANOTHER SUR- 
PRISE AND IT'S 
ABIG ONE... 


f .. NOU'RE AN HONOUR 
TO YOUR COUNTRY, 


f GENTLEMEN, iT 
1 LL WAS APLEASURE 2 





2 / іузавминомо | | AKIN or EVENT ለ 
WHATS А КАМЕ? L трлр | NORTH KOREAN CAN 
DANCE ALL NIGHT. Шы 


HE SAID HE LIKED iT, 

BUT I DOUBT iT. THE ee 
TECHNICIAN DIDN'T EVEN Τι u 
WANT TO TRY. у 


BOOM Chick CHICK 
f, BOOM ик 













% 
STAND UP FOR 
YOUR RIGHTS ! 


Я сетор, f 
STAND UP! 


ñ 


cick кк? 
ზ00M CHiCK 
y 


CHICK CHICK 














à 













% 
ротом UP 
THE FIGHT! 
DA 


$ cick CV 
een 
5 


STAND ს?! 





NEEDLESS TO SAY, NORTH 
KOREA ISN'T A REGGAE 
Kind OF COUNTRY. 






DESTINATION: THE JUCHE TOWER. BUT FIRST А DETOUR To SEE THEIR ARC 
DE TRIOMPHE, CELEBRATING KOREA'S DEFEAT OF THE JAPANESE iN 1945, 
APPARENTLY, HIROSHIMA PLAYED NO ROLE IN PUSHING BACK THE ENEMY, 










IT'S 2 METERS HIGHER 
THAN THE ONE iN PARIS. 


$0 WHAT? тм NOT 
FROM FRANCE. 


ποτ 









IN THE AFTERNOON, 
MY GUIDE SUGGESTS 
ALITTLE SiGHT- 

SEEING TOUR. 















THE TOWER OF THE JUCHE ¡DEA WAS DESIGNED BY КІМ JUNIOR To CELEBRATE HiS FATHER'S 
70" BIRTHDAT. MADE OF 25,500 SLABS OF GRANITE, ONE FOR EACH DAY OF PAPA KiM'S Life 
(565.70), (T'S THE TALLEST GRANITE TOWER iN THE WORLD. 


JUCHE (SELF-RELIANCE) IS THE OFFICIAL 
IDEOLOGY OF THE REGIME - CONCEIVED, THEY SAY, 
BY THE ETERNAL PRESIDENT To MEET THE 
NEEDS OF THE MASSES AND FILLTREGAPS iN 
MARXISM-LENINISM AND MADISM. 


AT THE BASE OF THE TOWER, A WALL OF PLAQUES TESTIFIES TO THE ENTHUSIASM OF ADMIRERS 
WORLDWIDE WHO CONTINUE 10 STUDY THE “TRUTH OF ALL TRUTHS”. 


F à 2 


WHEW! NOTHING HERE 
FROM CANADA ! 





NEEDLESS TO SAY, EVERY UNIVERSITY WORTH iTS SALT TEACHES THE iDEA OF JUCHE, AND THE 
NUMBER OF CONVERTS KEEPS GROWING YEAR AFTER YEAR. 
y Y Ὁ 


D 


p> > 

N oem Й 
dao | NOTHING Can SOPTHE 17 
SPREAD OF THE TRUTH.” | ს 


RE 








NS 


N i AND TO DIFFERENTIATE AND ¡SOLATE 
“THE IDEA OF JUCHE,THE K 17 iTSELF EVEN MORE, NORTH KOREA 
SOURCE OF LIFE THAT Е | > COUNTS YEARS FROM THE MOMENT 
INVIGORATES THE SPIRIT FSS | = THE FATHER OF THE NATION WAS 
OF ALL PEOPLE, TRANS- | ит CONCENED 

CENDING LATITUDE Z TAN NN : 


AND LONGITUDE...” 


INCREDIBLE! IT'S JUCHE 
ዓን, AND PEOPLE ARE 
STILL CRAZY ENOUGH το 
SUPPORT THIS REGIME! 



















THERE'S A QUESTION THAT 
HAS TO BE BURNING ON THE 
LiPSOFALLFOREIGNERS HERE... 






A QUESTION YoU REFRAIN 


FROM SPEAKING ALOUD... 





BUT ONE CAN'T HELP ASKING 
YOURSELF ፡ 


FOR THOSE ISOLATED iN THE COUNTRYSIDE, WHERE ስ SIMPLE TRI? 


BETWEEN TWO VILLAGES REQUIRES A VISA, THE PROPAGANDA 
MUST BE CONVINCING. 













BECAUSE THEY ARE AMONG THE PRIVILEGED | AND ONLY MARRIED 
FEW WHO ARE ABLE 10 LEAVE THE MEN WITH CHILDREN 
COUNTRY. ARE AUTHORIZED TO 
EVERY ANIMATION CONTRACT iS AN TRAVEL. 
OPPORTUNITY FOR SOME OF THEM TO = 
GET THEMSELVES INVITED ABROAD 
TO "START THE PROJECT." 

iN FACT, THOSE WHO VISIT PARIS 

OR ROME ARE NOT NECESSARILY THE 
ONES WHO WIND UP WORKING ON 
THE PRODUCTION. 


BUT FOR MY 
COMPANIONS, IT'S 
DIFFERENT... 





IN FACT, THEY LIVE ÌN A STATE OF 
CONSTANT PARADOX WHERE TRUTH 
{5 ANYTHING BUT CONSTANT. 






AND HOW ABOUT PARIS-THE EIFFEL 
TOWER THE BISTROS, THE PRETTY GIRLS? 


WS FULL OF BEGGARS AND 
IT ISN'T VERY CLEAN. 





OFFICIALLY 
THEY DON'T 
EXIST, BUT 


THEY'RE THERE, 











AND A SWORD ዐየ DAMOCLES HANGS 
OVER ENERY HEAD, WAITING FOR 
ONE FALSE MOVE, 


STRIKING BOTH THE "GUILTY" AND THEIR ENTIRE FAMILIES, 





AND THE GREATER THE TERROR FOR ALL. 
B 








HM... THE GRANDFATHER 5 
HAND ISN'T WORKING 700 
WELL... 





HE LOOKS LIKE 
HE'S WASHING A 
WINDOW. 





ORUKEHES TRYING | | NO, Т KNOW! HE'S 
To SCRATCH ዘኔ HEAD GIVING A SALUTE 
WITH HiS ARM IN A WHILE GETTING AN 
CAST. HAHA! ELECTRIC SHOCK! ,,, 
HAHAHA НА! 


YES HA HA HA ; እ 
THAT'S EXACTLY ual borer ! 
ҮТ, AN ELECTRIC BYE Kids! 

SHOCK! Ут! тр! 





MY TRANSLATOR STEPS OUT BRIEFLY, GiViNG 
MY FAVORITE DIRECTOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO 


ENKA LI $L Lo 
#ሥ ። 


BARGE iN. 


SO, WHAT'S UP 


THE PRICE 

ዐየ RICE? НА 
WAL PRETTY 
FUNNY, HUN? 


Рак С 
Sk? ax tt Fo 











THAT'LL 
KEEP You FROM 
LIVING PAST 


το CHANGE THE TOPIC, 1 OFFER НІМ A PACK OF 
FRENCH CIGARETTES I WAS TOLD то BRING 
AS EXOTIC GiFTS. 
















тікав 
5ሙ85፪2 
ЕБЕ? 






THEY'RE 
GITANES, 
NOFILTER. 





BAD iDEA: BY WAY OF THANKS, HE HE BLOWS ALL THE SMOKE iN 


STAYS GLUED TO THE SPOT, AND AS MY DIRECTION. 
HE TRIES μις FIRST CIGARETTE «., Pr 





JEEZOS „WHAT iS 
THAT ATRoci0uS NOISE? 

































115 THE PROPAGANDA 
TRUCK ENCOURAGING 
THE WORKERS AT 

THE OPERA, 


REALLY ? DAMN! 
I CAN'T SEE A 
THING. THE FENCE 
ISIN THEWAY,.,, 


YUS STARTING 
то GET ON MY 
NERVES vo 





ОН MAN, I'VE 


GOTTA SEE | RATS! STILL NOT 
HIGH ENOUGH! 














LUCKY FOR HiM, HE HAD THE 
SENSE ТО SWITCH To 
COMPUTER- GENERATED 
BACKGROUNDS ... 


BECAUSE FRENCH ANIMATION 
HAS VIRTUALLY DISAPPEARED: 
ің A DOZEN YEARS, WITH 
FEW EXCEPTIONS, PRODUCTION 
HAS RELOCATED TO EASTERN 
EUROPE AND ASIA. 


TODAY'S NEW ARRIVAL 15 
DAVID, WHO'S JOINING THE 
PRODUCTION AS BACKGROUND 
SUPERVISOR. THiS IS HiS 
SECOND TIME iN NORTH 


AND NOW THE CHINESE ARE 
WORRYING AS THEY WATCH 
CONTRACTS MIGRATE TO 
NORTH KOREA, 


WE G0 BACK A LONG WAY, T0 
WHEN I WAS HIS INSTRUC- 
TORAT AN ANIMATION WORK- 
SHOP Т ORGANIZED iN 
REUNION, 


BECAUSE, LIKE THE MAN 
онын 5 





J TELL НІМ ABOUT THE CHAOTIC END ዐየ THE REUNION WORK- 
SHOP, WHEN I GOT ል STIFF NECK HOLDING BACK A 
STUDENT WHO WANTED TO HANE А ዕዕ AT THE SUPERVISOR 
(NO FAVORITE OF MINE, EITHER ...) 












AND THIS 15 CAPTAIN WHAT? 
Sin, MY GROOM... IM NOTA 
CM IM. 





AFTER OUR LITTLE TRIP BACK iN TIME, I SUGGEST WE 
ТАКЕ THE TRADITIONAL WALK TO THE HOTEL, 


== h 


DOESNT MATTER | 
iT SOUNDS Соор. | 





DAVID STAYED SOMEWHERE ELSE 
DURING HiS LAST TRIP, FINE 
YEARS AGO. I GINE НІМ THE 
GRAND TOUR ... 


MAN, THiSiS 
FILTHY! 





CONSIDER WHAT A SIMPLE THEY'VE CUT OFF PART OF AND LOOK AT 
WATER BOTTLE CAN SAX THE SIDE LABEL, 50 YOU THE EXPIRY DATE 
ABOUT A COUNTRY... CAN'T TELL iT'S FROM UNDERNEATH... 
THE TRAITORS DOWN 


Hey! iT 
EXPIRES 








ASSUMING WATER KEEPS FOR AT LEAST AYEAR, y AND THAT APPLIES To EVERY- 
THEIR STOCKPILES MUST HAVE ONERFLOWED AT | | ሽ THING YOU BUY HERE. 175 ለጨ ዐዘ 
| THE VERGE OF EXPIRING... 
| | — 













SOME POINT SO NOW THEY'RE SELLING THE SUR- 
PLUS TO THE FEW TOURISTS WHO COME THROUGH. 








On RiGur. 
TWAS JUST 
THINKING... 






MINISKIRT 









COME SEE... YOU 

CAN LOOK ALL THE 
WAY DOWN FROM 
HERE! 


HEY! HOW ABOUT WE TRY TRE - 
ከ605 TOMORROW? I THINK THEIR 
PARTIES ARE ОМ FRIDAYS. 


I TAKE OUT MY NOTEBOOK AND, LiKE EVERY NIGHT, SiT DOWN TO SKETCH THE DAY'S EVENTS 
ON THE RIGHT-HAND PAGE AND WRITE AFEW NOTES ON THE LEFT. 





CHRIST, WHATTHE HELL iS 
GOING ON UP THERE? WHATS 
THAT NOISE? 


ለ፲ LiKE AN Y Any ሸዩ 


ANIMAL. ДД | | Д | мин ) 


iF 1 DON'T STOP 
THINKING ABOUT THAT 
SOUND, I'LL NEVER 


GET TO SLEEP 
TONIGHT. 






Vt SOUNDS LIKE SOME - 

THING CRAWLING... / 
DRAGGING 
ITSELF... 


A TURTLE 
CRAWLING OVER 
A DRUM. 





Two FIGHTING 
TURTLES... 





iT LOOKS LIKE THERE'LL 
BE MELON ALL WEEK... 


HoW CAN YOU 
T 


Did YOU SEE 
THE MELON? 


EASY-THE LIGHTS ARE ዐዘ. AND LIGHTS 
MEAN FOREIGN DELEGATIONS, AND 
FOREIGN DELEGATIONS MEAN LIGHT 
ALL DAY AND FRUIT EVERY 
MORNING. 








THIS 15 100 SLOW. 
iT HAS ТО ВЕ %, О ააა 
FASTER... пее 


No, IVE BEEN TELLING 
YOU! 17% THE OPPOSITE... 
FASTER, IT'S СОТ TO BE 
FASTER. 





КИТТЕ 
ACiD-JATL. 


I NOTICE MY GUIDE 
DISCRETELY SHUTTING 
THE DOOR. 





HE SHUTS THE DOOR 
ANYWAY. T'M HoT 
AND HE'S STARTING 
To BUG ME. 





ሸኝ HOT, 50 Т REOPEN iT А HE COMES BACK. Т ASK НІМ NOT 

MOMENT LATER.. το SHUT THE DOOR. HE SAYS ту. 
НАМЕ 10 TURN DOWN THE MUSIC, 
WHICH Т ንዐ. 


т GET UP AND 

REOPEN THE DOOR. 

HE CHARGES BACK 

AND THAT'S WHEN 
WE SONS: 








YOU HAVE TO 
TURN DOWN YOUR 
JAZL! VI COULD 
HANE А BAD iN- 
ЕДЕКСЕ ON THE 
OTHERS! 

















WE'VE GOT SOME GREAT ANi- 
MATORS AT THIS STUDIO. THE 
BEST ONE WAS КІМ SUN-YOK... 









HE ISN'T 
HERE ANY 
MORE. 






WHO'S ዘር? iS HE ON 
ONE OF OUR TEAMS? 





50 WHERE 
iS THIS 
SUPER 
ANIMATOR? 


HE DIDN'T 
JUST Yis- 
APPEAR, 


WHAT PRODUCTION 








HOH? ARE THERE OTHER ANY 
STUDIOS IN NORTH KOREA? 
iS HE WORKING 
ON? 
სV,1 SEE. HE 
WENT ABROAD. 





“NAPORIZED” i$ WHAT 
ORWELL CALLS THOSE 
WHO ARE GONE AND 
BEST FORGOTTEN, 





zate GROUP OF IRON- WiLLED RENOLUTIONARIES INCLUDES A VILE ANTI-PARTY ELEMENT 


CORRUPTED BY THE IMPERIALI ST BOURGEOISIE, 













WE END THE WEEK ON A HIGH DRINKS iN THE REVOLVING RESTAURANT WOULD BECOME 
NOTE, WATCHING THE SUN SINK A FRIDAY NICHT RITUAL. 

DOWN BEHIND THE CITY. | 

| | | | 










¡TS мот 
| POLLUTED. 


LOOK AT WHAT THEY'VE СОТ 
SET ሀየ TO WASH WINDOWS 


HUH... WHAT'S 
GOING ON? 


iS IT GOING то | 
TURN OR ¡IN TIT? 


YOU'VE GOTTA 
SEE THiS! 


=> 


1 BETTER ኒዞርርርዘ 
THIS BEFORE I 





WE PICK UP RICHARD AND 
HEAD OUT TO THE FRIDAY 
NIGHT PARTY, 


THEY'RE HAPPY TO SEE NEW 
FACES AND WERE HAPPY To 
HAVE DUMPED OUR GUIDES. 


THOSE ABOUT TO LEAVE THE 
COUNTRY FOR боор HANE 10 


STAND UP ON THE BAR. 


THIS TIME, THE PLACE 
ISN'T EMPTY. 


A FEW HAVE BEEN iN PYONG- 
YANG FOR YEARS. I MEET 
UP WITH THE ЇТАМАМ FROM 
THE AIRPORT. 


THERE ARE PEOPLE OF ALL 
AGES, MEN, WOMEN... 


WE LAND INTHE SMALL WORLD 
OF HUMANITARIAN EXPATS, 
WITH NGOS AND THE UNITED 
NATIONS ALL UNDER ONE ROOF. 


GENERALLY SPEAKING THET'R 
SURPRISED ТО HEAR WE'RE 
ANIMATORS, 


AND т REALIZE THAT AFTER 
SPENDING So MUCH TIME 
WITH LOCALS iN UNIFORM, 
T'b ALMOST FORGOTTEN THAT 
WOMEN COULD НАМЕ 50 
MANY CURVES. 





ARATHER ዕኔ EAST GERMAN TALKS MY I RUN INTO A FEW FRENCH NATIONALS Doi 

N 
LEG OFF. НЕ WAS HERE BEFORE THE FALL AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT WORK оте 
Qf THE SOVIET UNION AND SAYS HE IMPOR- ONLY FRENCH NGO IN THE COUNTRY, 
TED THE SUBWAY TRAINS USED IN - 


PYONGYANG. 


I MEET A WOMAN FROM 
MONGOLIA, 


You ARE 
MONGOLIAN? 
UH. NO 

MONGOL? 


LATE THAT NIGHT, WE GET A RIPE FRO | 

ROPE а NO EAS WHICH DOESN ናየ Нім FROM SPEEDING AS 
MOST EUROPEAN LANGUAGES AND 15 ሰዓ HE ZIGZAGS AROUND THE ZOMBIES OF THE NIGHT. 
SouSED AS WE ARE, 






















OHNO А 
САН, MISTER GUY, ARE 


YOU READY ? 


THAD KIND OF FoR- 
GOTTEN THAT MY GUIDE 
WAS TAKING ME ТО 
SEE ONE OF THE 
HIGHLIGHTS OF NORTH 
KOREAN TOURISM: 
THE INTERNATIONAL 
FRIENDSHIP EXHIBITION. 


DAVID, WHO HAD To CET THERE, YOU НАЧЕ TO FOR THE NEXT TWO HOURS, WE 
ALREADY BEEN, LEAVE THE CITY. SOLDIERS DRIVE ON AN IMMACULATELY 
DECIDED TO SLEEP CHECK OUR PASS ON THE MM NTAINED FOUR-LANE 

iN INSTEAD. WAY OUT. HIGHWAY. 





^| “ADYANGNG GLADLY DESPITE 


THE HARDSHIPS 1“ 


THE HIGHWAY ENDS AT THE MUSEUM (IN 
FACT, II WAS BUILT TO LEAD HERE 
FROM THE CAPITAL). 


| PORTABLE 
TROFAGANDA. 





DESPITE THE GRANITE FLOORING, WE 
START THE VISIT BY SLIPPING INTO A 
PAIR OF ABSOLUTELY RipicuLous 
SHOE GUARDS, 


WE CROSS THROUGH A GIGANTIC THE INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP 

HALLWAY BATHED їм SOFT MUSIC. EXHIBITION WAS DUG iNTO THE SIDE OF 

I RECOGNIZE THE HYMN το Ким İL” SUNG. THE MOUNTAIN TO WITHSTAND NUCLEAR 
ATTACK, 


WHICH MEANS THAT iF WAR " 
BREAKS OUT, WE'D BE LEFT ως, ον 
WITH A BUNCH OF SWISS, BES 

ANYONE PARANOID ENOUGH | 


το BUILD ል BUNKER, 
COCKROACHES, SCORPIONS 
AND ALL THE OBJECTS 


IN THE FRIENDS Hi? EXHIBITION. 


TD RATHER 


BE NYKED... 


| 50,000 SQUARE METERS, 
| ISOROOMS, 10-MÉTER 
| HIGH CEILINGS, 

A 21,688 GiFTS FROM 

ነ 174 COUNTRIES. 


5 
ი 114 Cor 










EACH GIGANTIC ROOM 
CONTAINS Gif TS FROM THE 
FOUR CORNERS ዐየ THE EARTH, 
OFFERED TO THE" ETERNAL 
PRESIDENT.’ 


HMM.. MARBLE WALLS | | OUR CONTRITE-LOOKING GUIDE iNTERSPERSES THE TOUR WITH 


WITH LiGHT SWITCHES | б 
WiTH LIGHT ΣΗΤΩΕΣ | | COMMENTS FROM PREVIOUS VISITORS... 


HE TOLD US: "AFTER 
SEEING ALL THESE GIFTS 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD, 
፲ DON'T NEED TO 


TRAVEL ANYMORE.” 





THERE'S A BIT OF EVERY- 
THING: ASHTRAYS , PEDAL 
ORGANS, VASES , RIFLES, 
PENS, SWORDS, FISHING 
RODS, AN-ELECTRIC COFFEE 
РОТ, А FLAT SCREEN TV, A 
BAYONET, A GOLD MEDAL, 
A BRONZE MEDAL, A FRIDGE, 
FORKS, STUFFED ANIMALS, 
DISHES, AN ALARM 
CLOCK, A MACHINE GUN, 
ELEPHANT TUSKS , ETC. 





ስ PHOTOGRAPH iMMORTALI- THE PICK iN THE PICTURE 
TES A MINER GIVING HiS es ISN'T THE SAME AS THE 
PICK TO THE VISITING ONE ON THE WALL. 
GREAT LEADER. 
















Т THINK OF MENTION- 
¡NG iT To OUR CHARM- 
ING GUIDE, BUT 
WHY BOTHER iN A 
COUNTRY THAT'S 
DEVOID OF COMMON 
SENSE? 


THE PURPOSE OF THiS GRANDIOSE 
DISPLAY i$ TO CONVINCE THE MASSES 
THAT THE ENTIRE PLANET iS iN AWE 
OF THEIR ADORED КМ. 


PS; THERE'S ALSO 
AN ARMORED VE- 
HiCLE FROM STALIN, 
ANOTHER FROM 
MAO, THREE FABU- 
LOUS RUSSIAN 
CARS FROM THE 
50s AND ONE OR 
TWO SOUTH 
KOREAN MODELS, 
BUT I'M Too 
LAZY To DRAW 
THEM ALL, 



















AND SO WE MOVE ALONG, FROM ROOM TO 
ROOM, SPEEDING ሀየ AS WE Go. BY THE 
END, WE'RE ALMOST RUNNING... 


Canada Je MMC? 


THE LAST SECTION FEATURES PRESS COVERAGE MY TRANSLATOR WHO 15 VISITING 
ABOUT THE GREAT LEADER. iT SEEMS LIKE THE MUSEUM FOR THE FIRST 
THE ENTIRE PLANET iS GLUED To HiS EVERY TIME, 15 CLEARLY MOVED. 


WHAT A GREAT AND 
GENEROUS MAN ! 





LOOK CLOSELY AND «00 SEE CLIPPINGS FROM AND FULL PAGES BOUGHT FOR A 
TOTALLY OBSCURE NEWSPAPERS... FORTUNE ім PRESTIGIOUS DAILIES, 


ME NEW YORK TIMES, 
DECEMBER 16, 1997, 


T NE NEVER 
HEARD OF 





TWO THOUSAND SiX HUNDRED AND SIXTY-EIGHT GIFTS LATER, WE'RE INVITED ТО END THE ViSiT BY 
PAYING OUR RESPECTS TO THE FATHER OF THE NATION WHO, AS ГМ TOLD AHEAD ዐየ TIME TO 
AVOID ANY CONFUSION, IS REPRESENTED BY A STUNNINGLY REALISTIC LiFE- SIZE WAX 


REPLICA. 














ος "E SHIRT iS სა GATHER OUR- 
| | ROIGHTENED, WES. 

AND OUT Qr THE EISEN 

HOLIEST OF HOLY SITES, 


Gotat! 











ፐን AMAZING! THE SOUNDSCAPE, SUBDUED 
LIGHTING AND SLIGHTLY FORWARD BEND To 
THE FIGURE CREATE AN AURA OF SURPRISING 
REALISM! 1 FEEL LIKE ΤΗΕ" BELOVED 
LEADER” iS ABOUT TO TURN MY WAY 

AND PUT AN END To THiS UNBEARABLE 
IMMOBILITY. 





AS AGREED, 1 BEND (NER ALONG WITH MY 
HOSTS, BITING MY TONGUE То KEEP 
FROM LAUGHING QUT LOUD, 


































AFTER THANKING OUR | | THERE'S ABENERAGE | | WHICH 15 SURPRISING,| | iT'S A GOLDEN 
GUIDE, WE WIND UP STAND THAT SERVES | | BECAUSE MeDONALYS, | | OPPORTUNITY, SO I 
ON THE BALCONY OF COCA COLA 70 JEANS AND СОКЕ АВЕ | | OFFER A ROUND, 


FORBIDDEN N СВОМЕ 


THE FIRST PAVILION, TOURISTS. 





STRANGELY ENOUGH, DRINKING COKE 
BECOMES AN ACT OF DEFIANCE. IT ISN'T 
GLORIOUS, BUT IT'S 6009 ENOUGH. 





ммм! 
DELICIOUS, 


WHAT ABOUT 
OUR PICNIC? А IT WAS PRETTY MUCH THE 
SAME THING, BUT WITH 
WE'RE GOING SMALLER DOORS AND 
To VISIT THE ip PEDE FEWER GIFTS, 


кім JONG-1L 
FRIENDSHIP MU- 
SEUM FIRST. 





OUR GUIDE REAPPEARS "A TRIBUTE FROM THE 
WITH A GUEST BOOK AND WORLD Т0 TRE GREAT- 
ASKS METO WRITE AN NESS OF KOREA" IS WHAT 
ENTRY ABOUT MY VISIT. THE LAST NiSiTOR WROTE. 


T HANE ТО THINK AWHILE 
το FIND SOMETHING 
AUTHENTIC TO SAY 
ABOUT THiS PILE OF 
TREASURES, 


NEEDLESS TO SAY, 1 
DON'T GET AN OVATION 
AFTER CAPTAIN SiN 
TRANSLATES MY ENTRY, 


MY DAILY RATION OF 
HYPOCRISY iS ALL USED 
UP- Т REFUSE TO ADD 
ANOTHER LAYER OF 
ipiocy To THE 
BOOK, 





THE PICNIC ISA 
REAL FEAST. 





OUR DRIVER iS SITTING BY 
ΤΗΕ WATERFALL, SMOKING 
A CIGARETTE AND LoST 
ім THOUGHT. 


THE SOUND OF WATER, THE 
SUN HAMMERING DOWN... THINGS 
COULDN'T BE MORE RELAXED, 









AND THE NAP iS 
GREAT 700... 





CAPTAIN SiN 15 PLAYING MY GUIDE iS LEANING | 
iN THE STREAM WITH AGAINST A ROCK, IMMOBILE, 
A STICK. WATCHING RAVENS ОМА BRANCH. 


THERE'S NO DRIVER, NO y 

RANSLATOR, NO GUIDE. NO Ше ከዚ ሆዮ T 
SOLDIER CARRYING OUT A KIND DURING MY STAY. 
TASK, A MISSION OR AN 

ORDER. JUST MEN LEFT 

το THEIR OWN DENICES. 





HEAD OFF TO EXPLORE AND NO ONE | m" 
Т ЦОК. Т ТАКЕ А PATH THAT WINDS Т STOP To ADMIRE THE NiEW 
ALONG THE MOUNTAINSIDE. 









EXCEPT FOR 
ONE THING... 


THEY CAN'T LET 
YOU BE FOR FINE 












THE NAME OF KIM IL- 
SUNG ἢ ENGRAVED IN THE 
HEARTS OF HiS PEOPLE, 


ТУЕ MET TWO OF THEM 


LEAVING THE MUSEUM, МЕ PASS BY A HOTEL WHERE SOME 
THiS WEEK. 


AMERICANS ARE STAYING. NORMALLY THEY'RE NOT 
WELCOME IN NORTH KOREA, BUT FOR THE RIGHT PRICE 
ANYTHING iS POSSIBLE, 


И WHAT! 
HOW MUCH? 





THEY'RE HERE ТО DIG UP THE REMAINS OF ምሥ INCREDIBLY, ስ FEW 
KOREAN WAR SOLDIERS, FOR EVERY 2 MISSING SOLDIERS 
CORPSE FOUND INTACT AND IDENTIFIED, “? в MAY STILL BE ALIVE. 
THE U.S. PAYS A PRETTY Š 100,000, ლაღ | А REFUGEE CLAIMS Т0 
መ | HAVE SEEN SOME iN A 
RE-EDUCATION САМР,,, 
BUT RECOVERING THOSE 
WOULD BE A WHOLE 
DIFFERENT STORY, 


[ΠΠ 
555556 54 


он, A GUY TRIMMING 
GRASS WITH A SICKLE 
ALONG THE HIGHWAY = 
WOULD HE BE NOLUN- 
TEERING? 





BUT EVEN AT A SNAIL'S PACE WE MANAGE 


THE WAY BACK το OVERTAKE THE PEKING-PYONGYANG! 
TAKES FOREVER... A 












το ILLUSTRATE HOW DENSE THE TRAFFIC 1S: AT ONE POINT, 
THE CHAUFFEUR STOPS iN THE LEFT LANE TO СЕТ OUT AND 
SWITCH SEATS WITH ONE OF MY BUDDIES. 
HUGE STRING SECTION 


| 
አዘን TWO-BIT SYNTHESI- 
TERS. IT'S NAUSEATING- 
LY SWEET. 


BUT WORST OF ALL iS THE 
CASSETTE (PROBABLY THE 
MOST ROCKING MUSIC 
PRODUCED AROUND HERE) 
TWAT PLAYS IN AN END- 
LESS LOOP, 









1 MANAGE To MAKE OUT 
BiMBO JET, COPACABANA 
AND SANTA LUCIA. ALL 
INTERPRETED WITH A 














S0, HOW'D You 
LiKE THE BOOK? 


ሀዚ, MM, NOT 
S0 MUCH... ሀዘ. 
I DON'T REALLY 
LIKE SCIENCE 
FICTION... 












TD PROMISED MYSELF TO LET Him BRING 
UP THE SUBJECT, BUT IT'S BEEN ALMOST 
TWO WEEKS ALREADY. 





т CAN Give iT 
[| BACK To You RIGHT 
\ AWAY... НЕВЕ... 


THANKS, 








т DON'T KNOW ESPECIALLY WHEN 
WHY, BUT iT I MAKE 11 TO THE 
MAKES ME 


HAPPY, 





Т ዘዘዘ DAVID To SHOOT | | as USUAL, WE FiND OUR 
А GAME OF POOL BEFORE | | TWO FRIENDS HANGING 
SUPPER. ΠΠ 007 iN THE LOBBY, 


тим STARTING TO 
RECOGNIZE A FEW 
OF THE SONGS 
THAT PLAY ON THE 
Radio. 


THE FOREIGNERS-ONLY RESTAURANT THAT 
SHOCKED ME ስ FEW WEEKS AGO TURNS 
QUT To BE REAL HANDY TO SHAKE OUR 
MULE DRIVERS. 





ммм... FRESH You CAN'T GET iT 
BRoccori. ANYWHERE ELSE. 
APPARENTLY THEY 
FLY iT IN DIRECTLY 

FROM MACAO. 


YUS BASICALLY LIKE THE 
NGO FRIDAYS, BUT WITH A 
YOUNGER CROWD, 


THE TWO GERMAN AN EXTREMELY 

WATER IMPORTERS, | | FRIENDLY EGYPTIAN 

WHO ARE ALWAYS WITH PERFUMED 
DRUNK. HANDS. 


SATURDAY NIGHTS, EVERYONE WINDS UP 
AT THE DISCO IM OUR HOTEL—THE ONLY 
PLACE LIKE IT IN NORTH KOREA. 


JAPANESE STUDENTS 
WHO ARE LEARNING 
KOREAN, 





THE PRETTY MONGO- | | A MiDDLE-EASTERN | | AN AUSTRIAN А FRENCH WOMAN 
LIAN. ሀዘ, WRONG... | | DIPLOMAT WHO HAD WORKING FOR WHO MAKES CLOTHES 
ATHING FOR PAID. HANDICAP INTERNATIONAL] | FOR GALERIES 
LAFAYETTE AND CAA. 


LOOKS LIKE THE EVENING iS DRAWING TO 
A CLOSE! OUR FAVORITE DIPLOMAT HAS 
PUT ON HiS CASSETTE OF EASTERN MUSIC 
AND iS DOING HiS ZORBA NUMBER. 


HE SWINGS HIS ARMS 
SYMMETRICALLY AND 
NEVER LIFTS HiS FEET OFF 
ብዩ GROUND, LIKE A 
MAGNETIC ΤΟΥ. 


WATCHING HiM, YOU FEEL 
THE NOSTALGIA OF AMAN 
WHOLOVES HiS CULTURE 
BUT iS CONDEMNED TO 
ANOTHER FEW NEARS FAR 
FROM HOME. FAR FROM 


ENERYTHING,,, 





WE END THE NIGHT AT THE WE'RE ALONE EXCEPT EVEN THOUGH IT'S ል SLOW 
CASINO WITH THE ሀዚ GANG. FOR A FEW CHINESE, ONE NIGHT, THE GIRL AT THE 
OF WHOM 15 BETTING WICKET PULLS A LONG FACE 
$ 600 AT ROULETTE. AND SiGHS AS SHE TAKES 


MY MONEY. 













COME SEE! T СОТ 
INR CHINESE | A ርህስ НЕ net 
CASINO? 1$ POURING OUT! 


T SPEND THE ASTRONO- 
MICAL SUM OF 5 
DOLLARS AND LOSE iT 
in ABOUT AS MANY 
MINUTES „.. 










ΑΝ 
СРЕЗ 









WEY! SHOULDN'T You 
Two BE IN BED Ву 
Now? 











so, Dip VI 
You HANE PN 





AWESOME, 





SUNDAY, DAY OF THE PEDESTRIAN. THE GREAT LEADER ONCE Ship 
SHOULD WALK 10,000 STEPS A DAY TO STAY HEALTHY. THAT EVERYONE 


iN OTHER WORDS, IT'S NOT A MEASURE TO SAVE ON PRECIO i 
CAPITALISTS LIKE το BELIEVE. Amis: FUEL RS CUN ORE 





S0 HERE τ АМ, UNDER А 3 WASN'T iNTERESTED, BUT] τὸ TME SEASON FORTRANS- 

LEADEN SUN, VISITING SINCE HE INSISTED, 1 PLANTING RICE AND ALL CITY 

A BATTLESHIP, GAVE in. DWELLERS ARE “INVITED” TO 
HELP OUT. 








EXCEPT, 1 ASSUME, THOSE 
Too BUSY PUTTING A GOOD 
FACE ON THE COUNTRY FOR 
VISITING FOREIGNERS. 








тромт 
KNOW. 1 
THINK iTS 


WE'RE ALMOST THERE WHEN А GUARD WHISTLES АТ US, WE CAN'T VISIT OR EVEN 


GO ANY CLOSER. WE TURN BACK AND I GET A SUNBURN WHILE MY GUIDE TELLS 
ME ALL ABOUT THE BOAT. 


iN 1168, NORTH KOREAN SOLDIERS CAPTURED SINCE THEN, THEIR GREAT CATCH HAS 
AN AMERICAN SPY SHIP iN THE REPUBLIC'S BEEN ON DISPLAY AS PROOF OF THE 
TERRITORIAL WATERS, SUPERIORITY OF THE PEOPLE'S ARMY 
AND THE BELLIGERENCE OF THE 
“NATION'S SWORN ENEMIES’, 





"THEY'RE MORE DISCREET ABOUT А COMMANDO ОЕ 31 NORTH KOREANS, ARMED TO THE 
A LESS GLORIOUS EVENT THAT TEETH, MANAGED To INFILTRATE SEOUL. THEIR 


OCCURRED A FEW DAYS EARLIER un TRATE ' 
IN THE SAME MONTH OF 1968, , MISSION: BLOW UP THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE, THE 


AMERICAN EMBASSY, THE MUNICIPAL PRISON, THE 
ARMY HEADQUARTERS AND A DETENTION CAMP 
HOLDING NORTHERN AGENTS. iN THE END, THEY 
WERE CAUGHT WITHOUT HAVING ACHIEVED ANY 
OF T HEIR | жт WES, 
















WHEW! 1 рок т 
KNOW i£ I pip MY 


BESIDES, I'LL BE TAKING 
А SPiN THROUGH THE 






10,000 STEPS, BUT CITY iN THE 0.4.44 
THAT'S ENOUGH! LATER ON... 
[——31 


Юю WORKERS NEED GUIDES AND TRANSLA- 
Αλ FREEDOM ORS ONLY WHEN THEY LEAVE PYONGYANG 
COMFORTABLE RIDE AND NO TO WORK iN THE FIELD. 

GUIDES iN SIGHT! 


















THERE ARE VARIOUS LEVELS OF FREEDOM 
FOR FOREIGNERS, AT THE BOTTOM OF THE 
LADDER ARE JOURNALISTS WHO COME 

FOR A STORY. 







YOU'RE ASKING A LOT oF 
QUESTIONS. WOULD You HAPPEN 
To BE А JOURNALIST? 


MANY AiD WORKERS ARE OH THAT. IT'S A SHOOTING 
POSTED Т0 NORTH KOREA FOR | MEN н GALLERY. THEY PRACTICE ON 
MORE THAN А YEAR AND У | | SILHOUETTES OF AMERICAN AND 
KNOW А LOT ABOUT THE | x JAPANESE SOLDIERS. 
COUNTRY. ፲ ASK ALOAD | 

ዕየ QUESTIONS. 


AND WHAT'S 
THAT? WHAT'RE 
THEY DOING? 


WE STO? FORICE CREAM AT THE KORYO, 
THE ONLY PLACE iN TOWN THAT HAS 
ANY. 





NEARBY iS THE ENTRANCE TO THE AREA RESERVED FOR THE PARTY ELITE. SECURITY IS EVEN 
HEANIER THAN ÌN THE DiPLOMATIC SECTOR: THE GUARDS HERE ARE ARMED, i1'S AREAL СТУ 
WITHIN A CiTY- А TERRA INCOGNITA WITH MERCEDES BENZ LIMOUSINES GLIDING IN AND OUT. 


WE DRIVE ON AND STOP iN WHICH GINES ME А CHANCE ТО APPROACH THE GIGANTIC 
ANOTHER SECTOR To TAKE AND MYSTERIOUS BUILDING THAT LOOMS OVER THE CiTY 
: LIKE DRACULA AND HiS CASTLE iN AN OLD HORROR MOVIE. 





ALTHOUGH THE PYRAMID STICKS QUT LIKE A FROM CLOSE UP, YOU REALIZE it'S JUST 
SORE THUMB, IT'S HARDLY VISIBLE TO A CONCRETE SHELL. A CRANE ON THE 
NORTH KOREANS, SUMMIT SUGGESTS THAT IT'S STILL 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 


— WHAT'S THAT HUGE THING? 
— WHERE? 
— THERE „ТИЕ BiG TRIANGLE. 


= 08, THAT... UH... 





DESIGNED TO HOST PART OF THE 1988 OLYMPIC TRIALS , ТТ WOULD HANE BEEN THE TALLEST 

HOTEL IN ASIA WITH ITS 105 FLOORS , 5 REVOLVING RESTAURANTS AND 2,300 ROOMS. 

UNDERTAKEN WITH THE HELP OF FRENCH FUNDS AND ENGINEERS, WORK WAS HALTED 
5. 


GWEN THE NUMBER OF AFTER ALL, WE BARELY FILL HALF OF ONE FLOOR iN OUR 
TOURISTS JOSTLING TO 41- STORY- HOTEL. 

NIIT THE “PARADISE OF THE 

PROLETARIAT", YOU WONDER 

WHY THEY EVEN BOTHERED, 





THE DAY DRAWS 10 A CLOSE. 1 FEEL LiKE 
I'M FLOATING. ALL THIS FREEDOM HAS 
GONE To MY HEAD. 


A TURKISH DELEGATION 
HAS BEEN HERE 
ALL WEEK. 










HEY Sin! 
WHAT'S THAT 
SONG THAT'S 
ALWAYS PLAYING 
IN THE Poor 
ROOM 7 








THANKS TO THEM, EVEN THE 
ELECTRIC DOOR iN THE LOBBY 
i$ WORKING. 





iT GOES 
LIKE THIS: 
$ PA-PA-PPM $ 
PA-PA-PA-PA 
Kid 
ልየስተስ-ስ 
$ 





№, NOT 
THAT ONE. 
MINE WAS 
SLOWER. 


OH, I KNOW: 
$_ANi-Y00000- NA 
To Yo አሀሀሀ ὁ, 


ა მტ-წჩ-IM4 
የአብስ-የስተስ 


% 
ΑΛΑ ΡΑΣ 


SUN-YO ርዘዐሀሀ ነ 





OR MAYBE: 
$ аму 


$ YANNN- TS Д 
BAN- CHE Š 


(νοὶ TSEEEN 


E 
SHO-YUUUU... 


% τ 
Jooonc-J! 






% Mi SHöI- Yoo $ μὴ ТАРАСА 
Ani-Yo ТФ Kr -YouUU TAT HADN'T ARRIVED 
AT WORK, WE 

COULD HAVE SPENT 

THE DAY 
GOING 
THROUGH THE 
REPERTOIRE. 


A Yo-MAN Youu 
You- MARA ስ 


. $ 
CMM. ብስ-ፅሠሀሴ 








T'M GETTING A NEW 


TRANSLATOR TODAY (WE'LL 


BE TALKING ENGLISH 
NOW). DANID i$ INHER: 
TING CAPTAIN SIN. 








T ASK FOR FASTER AND HE 
GIVES ME SLOWER, 


WHO THE HELL iS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS 
CRAP? 


REDO 
EASTER! 












HE SPENDS HiS FREE TIME 
READING THE DICTIONARY... 
THAT CAN'T BE А 6000 SIGN. 


AND THE FASTER 


THE на D А 
¡TS ACRASH COURSE NING, THE MORE 
in ANIMATION SPACE YoU LEANE 
FUNDAMENTALS, BETWEEN THEM. 


YOU NEED FOUR 
FOR ONE 






THIS TYPICALLY FRENCH Î ለክን GETTING II RiGH 

GESTURE COMESUPAT | MEANS A WHOLE РНЕ 
NOT LEAST ONCE iN EVERY | OF RETAKES EVERY 
AGhin! PRODUCTION. TIME. 





UH, NO, TOO FAST, iT NO, No, THAT'S NOT iT. HUH... WHAT iS THIS? 

LOOKS LiKE HE'S NOW HE LOOKS LiKE HE'S HE LOOKS LiKE HE'S 

BURNED HiS FINGERS. CUTTING THROUGH A PILE OF RUBBING WS BELLY... OR 
BRICKS WITH HiS HAND. SOMETHING ELSE, <2 


SUGGESTIVE. 









THE GESTURE ..፡ 
WHAT DOES un 
ACTUALLY MEAN * 


YT MEANS; 
004 LA LA... 












THAT'S А LOT. ፲ SHOULD TRY COUNTING THE 
NUMBER OF EFFIGIES OF THE DEAR LEADER 
THAT І COME ACROSS iN A DAY, 


THERE'S A BANNER ON EVERY 
BUILDING, A PORTRAIT ON 
EVERY WALL, A PIN ON EVERY CHEST. 






LET'S SEE „А SERIES OF PAINTINGS iN THE AS А STUDENT, HE APPARENTLY PUBLISHED NO 
LOBBY DEPICT ORDERS GIVEN BY GENERAL LESS THAN 1,200 WORKS, INCLUDING ል 

кім JONG-iL (WHO iN FACT NEVER SERVED NUMBER OF SPECIALIZED MILITARY TREATISES, 
iN THE ARMY), 









WHEREVER YOU LOOK, YOU SEE PAINTED OR 
SCULPTED AVATARS OF THE “PERFECT MIND" 
INTHE FORM OF A RED FLOWER: THE KIMJONGILIA. 


THE WALL OF ONE OF THE RESTAURANTS || 
DEPICTS MOUNT PAEKTU, THE HIGHEST PEAK IN 
KOREA, WHERE THE PRODIGIOUS SON iS SAID ТО 
HAVE BEEN BORN UNDER A DOUBLE RAINBOW 
AND A SHINING STAR * 







Win FACT, НЕ WAS BORN SOMEWHERE iN SIBERIA. 






ON THE FACADE OF КІМ 


ADD TO THAT THE PORTRAITS IN EVERY ROOM, THE BADGES 
JONG-iL UNIVERSITY, AND THE COMMENTS T HEAR AT WORK. 
THERE'S A PORTRAIT 
' NOTHING ¡SimPoSSiBLE HEY, MAYBE WE COULD GINE 


WITHTHE GUIDANCE (SuR€,, нім A CALL ХО HE CAN TELL 
> US WHAT То ро ABOUT 









|| OF KIM JONG- 
| іш. 





AND ዐየ COURSE " WE SHALL BE FAITHFUL 
FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION’, OUR 
LOVELY ASSISTANT'S FAVORITE TUNE. 


















SORRY, BUT 
ALL THiS 
PROPAGANDA 
COULD HAVE 
A BAD 
INFLUENCE 





















AND LASTLY, ON EVERY FLOOR que... I THINK 


AFTER MAKING MY LIST, 


THERE'S A LITTLE BOOK OF THAT PRETTY 
THE DEAR LEADER'S THOUGHTS, MUCH SUMS საა, bos E 





EVERY MONTH, 









WALKING PAST MY I COULD HAVE 
ASSISTANT'S DESK... SWORN т SAW КІМ 
JONG-iUS FACE iN 





THE MIRROR iN- 
STEAD OF MY OWN. 








INTRIGUED, 1 STEPPED BACK | | то MY DISMAY, THE HORRI- 
10 DISPEL THE CRAZY FYING TRUTH STARED 
NOTION TD HAD, Back АТ МЕ! 


TT WAS ONLY AFTER MY PULSE SETTLED 
THAT I REALIZED WHAT HAD CAUSED 


THE iLLUSiON. 
Е 


ან,“ 



















+'V6 GOTTA 
GET OUTTA HERE, 


SOMETIMES, WHEN I'M FED UP, τ STOP BY 
THE BACKGROUND DEPARTMENT TO SEE DAVID, 


RRY To 
AN, GUYS 


BUT YOUR OPERA 
ISN'T COMING 
ALONG T00 FAST... 











TVE NEVER SEEN ANYONE 
QUICKER ON PHOTOSHOP... 
(CS LIKE HE'S ON 

FAST FORWARD. 













TO KEEP FROM WEARING | AND WHEN TS HOT, 
OUT THEIR HEMS, THEY ALSO DO 

À THE BOYS WALK “WS: 
AROUND THE STUDIO. AROUND LIKE THIS: 

TNE BEEN TOLpHE'SA ሐ 
ика DOUBT 

W. 





Ww— 


LOOKING Good! 


























THE GIRLS ARE ON SKIRTS ARE WORN IT DOESN'T GET _ AND MANY WEAR 
THE CUTTING EDGE OVER THE KNEES,AND | MORE DECOLLETE SOCKS OVER THEIR 
OF FASHION 100... SHIRTS BUTTONED THAN THIS. NYLONS. MMM... 


ALL THE WAY, 











HE'SA PRODUCER FOR - 50, EVEN 
LAFABRIQUE, A STUDIO iN THE SMALL FRY 
A REMOTE CORNER OF ARE COMING TO 
FRANCE WHERE T WORKED NORTH KOREA! 
AGES AGO. 





ስክ 
ANIMATION 
Who's 







1 GET TO HAVE LUNCH AT THE KORYO iS FAMOUS FOR ITS CAFE, WHERE WEAPONS 
HiS HOTEL, THE KORYO. CONTRACTS ARE NEGOTIATED WITH FOREIGN DELEGATIONS. 


WEAPONS ARE THE REGIME'S PRIMARY TRADE ASSET. 


¡TS 
NO BETTER 
THAN OURS. 


























MY GUIDE iS WAITING AT THE WEEKLY PILGRIMAGE AND AN OPPORTUNITY TO BUY 
THE EXIT. I HAD FORGOTTEN TO THE ONLY LOCAL ALITTLE GiFTFORMY HOSTS. 
OUR EXCURSION TO THE SANCTUARY DEDICATED 

DIPLOMATIC STORE. To CONSUMERISM... CLOPES oR 


HELLO BRiDGET...iT'S МЕ... 
HURRY OVER! А SHIPMENT 
OF MANGOES ми САМЕ 


їм! 


EVEN MORE SURPRISING 15 THE ANSWER 
I СЕТ WHEN Т WONDER ALouD ABOUT 
THIS... 


ON AVERAGE, 
+10 10% OF 
THE POPULATION 









THERE ARE NONE... WE'RE A VERY 
HOMOGENOUS NATION. ALL 
NORTH KOREANS ARE BORN 
STRONG, INTELL: GENT AND HEALTHY, 








AND FROM THE WAY 
HE SAYS iT, THINK 


НЕ BELIEVES 11. 





10 WHAT EXTENT CAN A MIND BE MANIPULATED? WE'LL PROBABLY GET SOME ¡DEA WHEN 


THE COUNTRY EVENTUALLY OPENS UP OR COLLAPSES. 





SINCE THE FIRST DAN OF MY BECAUSE THEY FIRST OF COURSE I KNOW I'LL 


STAY, T'VE BEEN ASKING FOR | CLAIMED THAT ANYTHING WAS | печер GETONE,BUTI'D 
АЗИКЕ 10 RIDE AROUND ON. | POSSIBLE, 1 KEEP AT iT. ዘሮ AN HONEST ANSWER. 


AND THE BiKE? 


INSTEAD, IT'S BECOME A KIND 


WHEN? ` 
TOMORROW? 





AT'S LIKE THE SERIES 
OF OUTINGS WE'LL 
NEVER GO ON... 


: N THE MUSEUM ОЕ FINE | AND THE DEMILITA- 
MEMORIAL міти ARTS, WHERE 80% RIZED ZONE... 

115 SHOESHINE OF THE PAINTINGS 

MACHINE. DERICT кум AND KIM. 


THE кум İL-SUNG 






WHAT ABOUT 
The DMT? 





WED BETTER WAIT. THE ATMOSPHERE HAS BEEN TENSE a 
SINCE W. BUSH'S ELECTION. IC SOUTHERN SOLDIERS SEE A қ Жете 
FOREIGNER ON OUR SIDE, THEY MIGHT FEEL PROVOKED აიმი? 


AND SHOOT, AND THAT COULD SPARK CONFLICT. 


AND WHAT 
ELSE... 








iN THE AFTERNOONS , RICHARD OFTEN STOPS BY FOR A NESCAFE BREAK ON OUR FLOOR. 175 AN 


OPPORTUNITY FOR THE REST OF US TO HEAR THE LATEST NEWS, SINCE HE'S THE 0 
WITH CABLE iN WS HOTEL... ΘΕ 











WELL, Kim JONG-IU’S SON, THE 
ONE WHO UNES IN SWITZERLAND, 
GOT CAUGHT ENTERING JAPAN WITH 
AFALSE PASSPORT... Wed SAY HE 
WASN'T SPYING, HE JUST WANTED 
70458110850 DISNEYLAND! 







_ AND THE DEAR LEADER 
IS PLANNING АМТ TO 
PUTIN iN HiS ARMORED 


You FIND QUT MORE ABOUT 
THE COUNTRY FROM OUTSIDE 
ҮШ. uE. PEOPLE 
HERE DON'T EVEN KNOW 
THEIR DEAR LEADER 

HAS CHILDREN. 





ΑΜΑΝ 15 PERCHED iN A TREE Î | WHEN I POINT Hi 
| BORIS THESTREET μα Buses но 
Hey! WHAT i$ THAT КИТА INGITIN | | STAMMER » 
Сот DOING OUT THERE? HIS SHIRT, ВЕЕ 


FRUIT SEason 
ክዩ ክዩ VERY бөср 












MEANWHILE ç 
T'VE BEEN PUTTING 
ON WEIGHT EATING 
THEIR Oit DRENCHED 


HE 
HUNGER. MEALS. 








[тек STRING 
BAGS OF Rice 


WOULD You LiKE ፔ SEE 
A TAEKWONDO 
N? 





WE FIND OURSELVES iN A HUGE SPORTS FAGLITY THAT HOUSES ስ STADIUM CAPTAIN SIN HAS 
AND 10 GYMS, INCLUDING THE TAEKWONDO HALL BUILT IV (491. COME ALONG. 











INSIDE, A GUIDE BOMBARDS US WITH STATISTICS ABOUT THE 
ARCHITECTURE WHILE TAKING US THROUGH ONE HUGE HALL 
AFTER ANOTHER. 


THE FACADE FEATURES A 
GOLD- PLATED REPRODUCTION 
OF CALLIGRAPHY BY 

кім JONG-IL. 







BUT I GET THE FEELING THERE WON'T BE 
ስ TAEKWONDO DEMONSTRATION: THERE 
ISN'T A SINGLE ATHLETE in SIGHT, 


WHAT ABOUT THE Demo? 
15 W STILL ON? 





шк ფიბი: სად Kein 
HAVE LEFT To TRAIN iN TH ININGIN | 
NORTH. IT'S TOO HOT HERE... THE RICE PADDIES, 
THEY'LL BE BETTER OFF Y BET. 


WHERE IT'S COOLER. 









BUT iT WASN'T A TOTAL Loss. WE FOR THE PRICE OF ONE WON PER BALL, YOU 
STOPPED BY ANOTHER SPORTS FACILITY CAN PRACTICE SHARP-SHOOTING WITH OLD 
THAT WAS MUCH MORE ENTERTAINING, RUSSIAN PISTOLS. 


[ጋ 


NEVER HAVING BEEN iN THE MILITARY, T HANE MY COMRADES HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF ስ 
NO ¡DEA WHAT THE RIGHT POSITION 15, FEW YEARS OF MILITARY TRAINING. 
INSTINCTIVELY, T PLAY IT LIKE CORTO MALTESE, 


BUT THAT DOESN'T STOP МЕ 
FROM GETTING THE HIGHEST 
SCORE. HA HA! 


¡T'S FORBIDDEN TO TACK 
ANYTHING ELSE ONTO A 
PORTRAIT WALL. 





WHY ARE WE DIDN'T THE GUY WHO'S ALL OVER THE WALLS 
WALKING? WERE SAY THAT WALKING 15 6009 FOR 
You? 









Т KEPT INSISTING FOR A WHOLE WEEK, TO NO 
мо, NO, ABSOLUTELY " ANIL, THERE WERE A FEW PLACES THEY JUST 

NOT... DIDN'T WANT ME TO SEE, AND T COULDN'T 
FIGURE OUT WHY, THE PHOTOCOPYING ROOM 
AT WORK WAS OFF-LIMITS 100. 


HOW ABOUT WE 
Go ViSiT THE 
TRAIN STATIONS? 







ONE SUNDAY, QUT ON MY 
OWN, T GANE iN TO TEMP- 
TATION AND NiSiTED THE 
MYSTERY STATION ON 


IT'S A TOTALLY NORMAL 
TRAIN STATION... WHAT'S 
THE BiG SECRET? 





SINCE КАМ JONG-IL DECLARED 
THE COMPUTER To BE THE TOOL 
OF THE FUTURE, You САМ EX- 
PRESS INTERESTINITWITH- 
OUT SOUNDING LIKE AN 
ENEMY OF THE REGIME. 





Do You REALIZE THAT THIS 

ÎS THE ONLY COUNTRY 

THAT SWT CONNECTED 
TO THE NET? 


iT WOULD BE 
FASTER BY CAR. 





STRANGELY ENOUGH, HE 
ALSO DECLARED Bicycles 
То BE HAZARDOUS FOR 
WOMEN, THEY ALL RIDE 
TRICYCLES NOW. 





WHICH iS BETTER, 
WINDOWS 48 ዐዩ 
Windows 2000 ? 














So MY TRANSLATOR , WHO 
iS ALLOWED 10 RIDE A BIKE, 
KEEPS ASKING QUESTIONS 

ABOUT COMPUTERS. 


AND WHET ABOUT HTML? 








if WE нар 
INTERNET 
ACCESS, YOU 
COULD GINE iT 
A TRY. 
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SUNDAYS, YOU CAN 
CHOOSE BETWEEN TWO 
CHANNELS THE REST OF 
THE TIME THERE'S JUST ONE. 


1 " ing | | vrs OBVIOUSLY FROM ANOTHER | | THE NEWS IS NEXT.THE | 
DR, are an COUNTRY- THE NETWORK кавуни SPEAKSINA 
EXE SURGERY, LOGO iN THE CORNEROF THE | еке (XC Sue's 
SCREEN iS BLURRED AND BURYING A WARHERO AT 


INDECIPHERABLE, THE PANTHEON, 





THE FIRST ITEM NEXT UP iS ESTI- ALONGWiTMPHOTOS Тнем КІМ JR. (5 
FEATURES ARCHIVAL ΜΟΝΗ BY RESISTANCE OF SUMMARY SHOWN SPEAKING 
FOOTAGE OF PAPA KIM ^ ciCuTERS WHO EXECUTIONS CARRIED WITH PAPA Kim (AND 
VISITING A PLANT, STRUGGLED AGAINST OUT BYTHE OCCUPY- Ғор ONCE YOU SEE THE 


AS THOUGH HE WERE THE JAPANESE. ING FORCES. FATHER'S NECK TUMOR, 
STILL ALIVE, WHICH 15 USUALLY 
EDITED OUT OF 


PHOTOS). 












iT ENDS ON AN ARTISTIC NOTE WITH THE ARMY | THE EVENING WRAPS ሀየ WITH AN EDIFYING 
CHOIR SINGING ONE OF THE 6 OPERAS FEATURE Film: THE DESTINY OF A MEMBER OF THE 
k: SELF DEFENSE CORPS NESTERDAN'S MOVIE WAS THE 
2 ЖҰ SONG OF CAMARADERIE TOMORROW'S iS SEA OF BLOOD, 
Ё р 
22 q 


52/7 


TONIGHT, DANID AND 1 WANT TO 
6010 THE DIPLOMATIC CLUB ON 
OUR OWN SO WE CAN SHOOT A 
GAME OF POOL WITHOUT OUR 
FAITHFUL SERVANTS. 





ሸኝ THE FIRST TIME WE'VE GONE THIS FAR 
ზV FOOT. 


OHNO! RATS... 
YUS SHUT. 


WAVING COME ALL THIS WAY, 
WE DECIDE To МОР BY THE 
KORYO COR ADRINK WITH HENRI, 





WHEN DAVID WAS HERE 5 YEARS 

AGO, {00 COULD TAKE ἢ TAXI > FOR SOME REASON, 
FROMONE HOTEL 10 ANOTHER | THAT'S NO LONGER 
WITHOUT ው በሰ OR POSSIBLE, 


ሥላ 
(ὁ 





J NON THE STREETS 
ARE FULL OF PEOPLE | 
д MOVING ABOUT oN FOOT, [Ж 





NOTHING... LOOK. 
OUT, THERE'S 





C'MON! YOU'VE GOT 
TO MAKE М TO THE 
RIVER TODAY, 








ME... 
ΜΑΝΕ GONE но Чи. 1 


GUESS WE'LL 
ВЕ EATING 
COLD TOAST 
FROM NOW 
ON, 














ነዐ Dip YOU ENJOY 

YOUR Ni GHTTIME 

STROLL TO THE 
Коко? 


THAT'S THE ONE WT MUST BE А 


T THREW THIS SiGN.T'LL KEEP 
MORNING... 


(T AND TRY 
AGAIN LATER. 





WE GOT GOOD NEWS TODAY, A SHORT MAN WITH ALOUD VOICE AND А STRONG 
THE ამას ы EPISODES NORTHERN ACCENT (HE COMES FROM A VILLAGE NEAR THE 
HAS BEEN FIRED. CHINESE BORDER) iS TAKING (NER. 





AND INA WAY,T'M GLAD 


HE OBVIOUSLY MADE іт 10 PYONGYANG ON АЧМ € 

THE MERITS OF HIS TALENT: HE HAS A eures 

GREAT SENSE OF MOVEMENT AND HiS nn 

WORK iS IMPECCABLE, 10 МАКЕ A BETTERLIFE 
FOR HIMSELF AND HiS 
FAMILY. 





THE OTHERS WHO WIND UP IM 


COME W NEE it: PYONGYANG TAKE A FAR 


YUS PROBABLY THE ONLY 
UPSIDE 70 THE WHOLE 
ASIAN SUBCONTRACTING 


LESS GLORIOUS PATH, 





THE REGIME USES THIS FORM OF PROMOTION 175 ESTIMATED THAT 50% OF THE 
TO THANK ITS MOST ZEALOUS ELEMENTS ነከ PEOPLE HERE HAVE, AT SOME Time 
THE PROVINCES, WHERE DENOUNCING OR ANOTHER, SERVED AS INFORMANTS. 
NEIGHBORS iS ONE WAY OF GETTING NOTICED. 


= 










=> AMONG THESE VALOROUS CITIZENS LURK CONSPIRATORS WHO SEEK TO 
DESTABILIZE OUR GLORIOUS NATION... 





ұта 


THERE'S КОСА SOUL ON THE 
FLOOR! I FINALLY FIND 
SOMEONE iN THE STAIRWELL, 









HEN... IT'S SO 
QUIET ALL OF 
A SUDDEN... 





ALL EMPLOYEES HAD BEEN INVITED TO A 

SCREENING OF THE LATEST MOVIE AND WHAT 
RELEASED BY THE ARMY'S STUDIO... IT'S ABOUT You? 
NOT HARD το GUESS WHAT iT WAS ABOUT. 
























DURING MY ENTIRE AND GIVEN THE 
+ DON'T ИКЕ STAY, THAT WAS THE | CONTEXT, HiS 
MOVIES MADE MOST SUBVERSIVE STATEMENT 
HERE. THEY'RE THING I HEARD A STRUCK ME AS 
BORING, NORTH KOREAN SAY. | INCREDIBLY BOLD. 













iT WAS ABOUT A 
RESISTANCE FIGHTER 
WHO LEAVES HIS VERY 
POOR FAMILY TO RISK 
HIS LIFE INTHE STRUG- 
GLE AGAINST THE CAPi- 


TALIST ENEMY. HE COMES 
КӨМЕ WOUND те... 












I DON'T KNOW iF ALL NORTH 


KOREAN TRANSLATORS FEEL I DONT THINK AMERI- 
OBLIGED TO ASK THAT CANS ARE THE ONLY OBSTACLE 
QUESTION, BUT iT S STARTING ТО YOUR PEACE PROCESS YOUVE 
NERVES. WHO ARE IN NO HURRY TO SEE 








YOU GET YOUR HEAD QUT OF 
THE WATER. 


AND ЧОО ?WHAT DO YOU THINK 
OF THE AMERICANEFFORT To 
OPPOSE KOREAN UNIFICATION? 










PEOPLE ELSEWHERE CAN 
DISAGREE AND SAY 50, 
EVEN SARCASTICALLY... 


LOOK AT THIS NEWS- 
PAPER HENRI BROUGHT 
FROM FRANCE. 


BUT THE REAL PROBLEMI. SEE i$ THAT 
YOU'VE GOT ONLY ONE SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION: THE REGIME . 

AND THAT OBVIOUSLY - 
ISN'T VERY CONSTRUCTIVE. 










THAT'S CHIRAC, THE NO. | ΜΑΝ WITH ТА THE FACT THAT PEOPLE ARE FREE Т0 CRITI- 

JOSPIN, WHO'S NO.2 AND А PACK OF CIZE DOESN'T MAKE THINGS PERFECT, OF COURSE, 
MINISTERS, BUT AT LEAST NOU CAN PASE YOUR OPINIONS 

QN MORE THAN ONE POINT OF VIEW. 










A 






ይ 4 " 4 mort ! 
Celui qui dégaine le premier... Premier ministre est m At 
AHALPETILON 

15 Great! 












DICTATORSHIP MEANS 
SHUT სწ DEMOCRACY 
MEANS KEEP TALKING! 


ACTUALLY, D'YOU KNOW 
WHAT WE SAY ABOUT 
DEMOCRACY AND 
DICTATORSHIP ? 












EN ROUTE TO ONE OF PYONGYANG'S CLASSIC 

TOURIST DESTINATIONS: THE CHILDREN'S PALACE. 
¡T'S A KIND OF SCHOOL FOR THE COUNTRY'S MOST 
GIFTED CHILDREN, 







WHEN OUR DEAR LEA- 
DER Кім iL-SuNG 
CAME HERE МЕ SAID 
"CHILDREN ARE THE 

TREASURE OF OUR NATION? 





COMPUTERS, MUSIC, CALLIGRAPHY, EMBROIDERY 
ЕС. WE GO FROM ONE ROOM To THE NEAT, 16 ს 
ALL FILLED WITH CHILDREN LABORING OVER Wow- Зрумрх | 


I BET THEY DIDN'T‏ د و 
ONE OF THESE DISCIPLINES. BUY THE LICENSES.‏ 





THE MUSIC SECTION PRESENTS 
ALITTLE “IMPROVISED” 
CONCERT, 





THE DEXTERITY BUT BEHIND THEIR STRAINED FACES, You 
OF THESE B-YEAR SENSE ALL THE CONCENTRATION THAT GOES 
OLD KIDS i$ INTO PLAYING THE MUSIC AND, ESPECIALLY INTO 


BREATHTAKING, TRYING To KEEP ሀየ THOSE MISS WORLD 
SMILES, 





YOU САМ JUST IMAGINE THE TRAINING THE LITTLE SAVANT MONKEYS ARE 


NEEDED TO ACHIEVE SUCH ROBOTIC DISPLAYED WITH GREAT PRIDE. 
RESULTS,,, 


THE VISIT ENDS IN A BiG THE FINAL CURTAIN FALLS 
І COULD AUDITORIUM, WHERE THE | WITH A PORTRAIT OF Кім 


CRY. CHILDREN PERFORM A | JONG-ILANITS CENTER, 
LIVELY SHOW. 1 AND ALL THE LiTTLE 
ACTORS GREET iT WITH 
A DEEP Bow. 








HEY, THE Stupio is МІЙ 
CLEARING OUTITS F 
BAGSOFRicE! JUN 


Our. Father in Mahal Kim Il-Sung. 
Ооп. abode > the боот, of the Party. 
We ах, birthor and aten. 

We have nothing to envy in the wortd * 







TODAY. 

















THE EMPLOYEES ARE 
PAID A SALARY, OF 


BAGS OF RICE... 
THERE CAN 





HERE ፲ AM, 










COURSE, BUT GIVEN HARDLY BEA i 
THE FREQUENT FOOD Е BETTER WAY 70 MIORKING FOR 
SHORTAGES, THE ! KEEP SUBCONTRAC- Нана 






0010 ALSO STORES Е TING PRODUCTIVE, 
AND REDISTRIBUTES x 






TELEVISION 
NETWORK. 











HMM... 


BUT 
WHERE'S THE 
Rice EROM 






TONIGHT, CAPTAIN SIN 
GETS STUCK JOINING ME 
ON THE WAY HOME. 


AS USUAL ТЗ AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO FIND 50, HOW WAS 
OUT MORE ABOUT THIS THE ARMY? 
ENIGMATIC COUNTRY, 





NORTH KOREA HAS THE WORLD'S 4™ LARGEST ARMY, WITH OVERA MILLION SOLDIERS ANDUP 
το 4 MILLION RESERVISTS ON CALL. IT ALSO HAS: 


ሠ ጨ Y 


2000 TANKS რ 600 MISSILES, AT LEAST 4000 A NUCLEAR 
STATIONED o NCLUDING SCUDS, TONSOF BIOCHEM- PROGRAM SHROUD- 
ALONG iTS NO DONG MISSILES (THE NATION'S [ርሲ WEAPONS. ED iN MYSTERY, 
BORDER. PRIDE) AND THE TAEPO DONG, WHICH THE BETTER TO 


WAS TESTED ONER JAPAN IN 1998. CASHIN ON iTS 
DESTRUCTIVE 
CAPACITY. 





DURING AN ANNUAL WEEKLONG MANEUVER, ALL CITIZENS ARE ND SINCE THE HIERARCHIES 

EXPECTED TO BE READY TO PUT ON GEAR AND ASSEMBLE iN THE A აა? Life EXTEND 

BiG SQUARE AT THE SOUND OF A SIREN. THOSE iN THE ARMY , 
CAPTAIN SIN, FOR EXAMPLE, 
WOULD HEAD A BATTALION 
OF ANIMATORS. 





VOILALTVE DRAWN A 
PLAN OF THE POSITION 
WERE GOING TO ATTACK! 


LOOK AT THAT TANK 
MOVE... THE WEIGHT! 
THE ¡NERTIA! IT'S 
AMAZING ! 







ας STRETCH! 


>= 


9 





175 NGO FRIDAY, AND WE EVERYONE'S THERE AND ROBERTA IS BACK FROM AFEW 


HUSTLE A LIFT FROM AN US A PARTY. DAYS IN BEIJING. Еро 
ACQUAINTANCE AT THE HERE, CHINA LOOKS ს 
HOTEL RESTAURANT. а А HAVEN OF LIBERTY. 





BY THE END, THERE'S NO RICHARD AND I ARE GIVEN  HEKICKS US QUT AT THE CRACK 
ONE LEFT ኸ DRIVE US. SHEETS AND CUSHIONS,ANDWE ዐየ DAWN 10 GOINSPECT A NORTH- 


WIND ህየ ATTIMT-A BRIT ERN VILLAGE WITH HIS TRANSLATOR. 
WHOS AS DRUNK AS WE ARE, 


ΜΕ κ. 





SITTING ON SWINGS, WE A DIPLOMAT WHO LOOKS WE'RE OUT OF LUCK. HE 
WONDER HOW LIKELY WE VAGUELY FAMILIAR STOPS — JUST WANTS SOMEONE TO 
ARE То FIND A WAY HiS CAR AND WALKS OVER. — BUY HiS FRIDGE AND TN. 


HOME, 





ο ttt 


Mea 


oe 
Ка 
τμ 





FOR А REASON THATS BEYOND 
МЕ, WE HAVE 10 BE АТ THE 

STUDIO EARLY TODAY ТО WRAP 
UP AN EPISODE, 





You've GOT To 
BE KIDPING. 





THE HALLWAYS ARE EMPTY, BUT A LARGE A RADIO ON THE WALL OF EVERY Room (TD 
GROUP OF EMPLOYEES iS iN THE CONFERENCE NEVER NOTICED IT BEFORE) IS ALTERNATING 
ROOM, LISTENING TO AMANT RECOGNIZE AS | | BETWEEN SPEECHES AND MUSIC. 

THE SUPPOSED DIRECTOR WHO'S ALWAYS 

AROUND, 


T SWITCH iT OFF. 





To REWARD MY EFFORTS, MY HOSTSTAKEME| үм A CORNER, MUSICIANS PLAY INSIPID MELODIES 
QUT FOR A PLATE OF COLD NOODLES INA FROM AN INDEFINITE PERIOD. 
LOCAL RESTAURANT. 





WE HAD PIG'S FOOT. 

“GREAT FOR PREGNANT 

WOMEN" ACCORDING 

το CAPTAIN SiN. Р > ა! қ 













CAN WE 
60 visit 
THAT BIG 
BUILDING? 


WHAT W LACKS INVARIETY, | THANKS TO POWER SHORTAGES, 
iT MAKES UP FOR IN ¡TS PLUNGED IN DARKNESS. THE 
QUANTITY. ae HAVENT WORKED ІМ 





ል SINGLE SHOE STYLE, iN A CHOICE ОҒ RED OR BLUE, CAN 
TAKE UP MOST OF A DEPARTMENT, 










/ KIDS CARRYING А 

BUCKETS OF THEY'RE 
WATERING 
| THE GRASS- 


m RE ነ 
THEY DOING? 


AFTER MONTHS ዕየ RENOVATION, VIS A HUGE EVENT INOUR LITTLE UNIVERSE. 

RESTAURANT NO.3 i$ FINALLY OPENING THE MONOTONOUS MENU AT RESTAURANT 

TONIGHT. NO.1 HAS BEEN DOWN То A STRICT 
MINIMUM LATELY. 








THEY TRANSFERRED 
PART OF THE NO.I MENU 
10 мо. 3. 


To CELEBRATE, WE'VE INVITED 
FABRICE. HE'S REPLACING 
RICHARD, WHO LEET THiS 
WEEK ALONG WITH HENRI. 





Л THOSE CROOKS., 


T END THE EVENING WITH THREE MONTHS LATER, WHEN WE HEY, የየ ፲ Do A BOOK 
FABRICE, TELLING HiM MEET AGAIN iN PARIS, iT $ His ABOUT MY STAY iN 
ABOUT MY STAY. TURN To DO THE TELLING. KOREA, MAYBE You 
COULD DRAW THAT 
ONE FOR МЕ... 









9 0 S 


መመ 
My outings with Kim were starting to weigh on me. I couldn't get an unfiltered vi 
of the country. finally hit on a plan. от 7 tered view 










ва | ს [vi 
Sundays, [ pretended to stay at the hotel. Mu guide 
pack АЛА bit, and Т slipped out on my 646: ' 


But the night before I ie Dn 
the’ house ip The mountains 





where Kim Shi 


born 
t 
&& Lt gi; e Museum 
Th 


есле The war re 
tower memorial екс... 


8 
Ta been seenthe day before ma neigi borhood It's forbidden. Garbage 15 not a good 
nat wasn't upto revolutionary Standards, gouvenir North Korea.There are So many 
Photographing a pile of Garbage cans. eautiful things to photograph. 





Td been warned once before, 
when we mistakenly found 
Ourselves in Provincial 
shantytown. 


The problem was, I 
didn't Know what garbage 
hewas talking about. 





THAT'S WHAT CAPTAIN SiN SAID 
BEFORE TAKING ME To SEE THE 
MUSEUM OF IMPERIALIST 

OCCUPATION, 


T TRIED TO TALK MY WAY OUT 
OF iT, BUT THEY REMINDED 
ME HOW HARD iT i$ TO GET A 
SUNDAY DRIVING PASS. 


AND ТО SHOW HOW MONSTROUS THEY ARE, THE 
MUSEUM DOCUMENTS ALL ATROCITIES COMMITED BY 
а AGAINST THE KOREAN PEOPLE DURING 





, VS ALWAYS 
INTERESTING TO GET 
ANOTHER PERSPEC- 
TIVE ON THINGS! 





















THERE ARE NO HALF - 
MEASURES: THE INVENTORY 
INCLUDES EVERY FORM 
OF TORTURE FROM THE 
INQUISITION TO THE 
THIRD REICH. 


A NUMBER OF HORRIFYING SOLDIERS FORCING CHILDREN | | SOLDIERS NAILING ANTI - 
PAINTINGS DRIVE HOME THE TO DRINK MOTOR Oil. AMERICAN PROPAGANDA TO THE 
MESSAGE. AUTHOR'S FOREHEAD. 







SOLDIERS TRYING To FORCE A | | iT GOES ONLIKE THAT FOR | OURGUIDE 15 TRULY STUNNING, 
RESISTANCE FIGHTER 10 TWO CRAMMED FLOORS. AND LISTENING 70 HER GRAPHIC 
DESCRIPTIONS, I THINK ሀየ A 
FEW TORTURES OF MY OWN 
THAT I WOULDN'T MiND 
INFLICTING ON HER. 









ONCE THE VISIT i$ OVER, THE GUIDE ASKS MEA 
QUESTION THAT iS DISCONCERTINGLY МАМЕ. 










I DONT THINK Wh 15 
EVER" CLEAN" NO MATTER 
WHO'S FIGHTING. AND Т 
CERTAINLY WOULDN'T DEMONIZE 
AN ENTIRE PEOPLE ONTHE BASIS 
OF 3 BLURRY PHOTOS AND ል 
FEW PAINTINGS, 






WHAT DO 
| You THINK OF 
| AMERICANS NOW? 


T THINK THAT SPEECH iS THE REASONT WASN'T INVITED A WEEK LATER TO THE | 
ANNUAL ANTi-iMPERIALIST CELEBRATION, WHERE PEOPLE IN THE CROWD ARE TURNED BACK INTHE CAR, 
INTO HUMAN PIXELS TO CREATE MURALS TO THE GLORY OF THE NATION. ТЕ HAVE 

' κ. 





WEGOTO A PARK FOR A PICNIC. | бут OF CURIOSITY, I HAVE 1 
ON THE MENU: MARINATED MEAT A LOOK. Be IE ENSIGN 
(TRANSPORTED IN APLASTIC BAG) i 
THAT WELL GRILL ON A GAS 
COOKER. 













Apur, ROV ΗΟΜΕ or иңе 
ბიზ МЕ «დასა XI NOU. жө 





MY HEAD FEELS LIKE 


WE CELEBRATED DAVID'S DEPAR- 
MUSH TODAY. 


TURE LAST NIGHT AND Т HAD 
ONE DRINK TOO МАМУ. 







LUCKILY, T'VE HAD LESS WORK 
10 DO SINCE THE ARRIVAL 
OF OUR NEW DIRECTOR. 


19 LIKE TO GoBack 
TO STORE Ne- | 10 BUY 
ATOY FOR MY 

Godson. 


— | 


RICHT BACK, 









NO ONE TAKES NOTICE OF 
ME. ITS STRANGE. I 
FEEL iNViSiBLE, EVEN 


PYONGYANG 15 NO 
ORDINARY SIGHT. 





EXASPERATED AT HAVING TO ACCOUNT 
FOR EVERY SINGLE OUTING „, 


iF ANYONE DiD TALK To ME, THEY'D PROBABLY 
BE VIEWED AS SUSPECT. SO LOOKING THE 
OTHER WAY 15 PROBABLY THE SAFEST THING 10 Do. 


I DON'T FIND 
ANYTHING I LiKE. 









BY THE TIME I GET BACK, "LUCKILY YOU DIDNT HAVE A | FromT 
MY TRANSLATOR 15 A WRECK. | CAMERA", HE SAYS, His END ща ናዚ ብር ή 
Hes LOOKED EVERYWHERE FOR | VOICE TREMBLING, TOMY HEELS. - 

E. | 





ү MISTER Guy, 
Yo YOU LiKE 
СА Movies? 





(Mt JONG-iL HAS HONORE 2 
ისი VIII WiTH MS ; THE FILM SETS ARE A NAST CHOICE OF 
PRESENCE 520 TIMES OVER НЕВЕ. PERIODS AND LOCATIONS 
AND SOPERVISED No LESS ARE AVAILABLE TO 
THAN 1000 FILMS. DIRECTORS, 





THERE'S THE PERIOD BEFORE, DURING OR JUST AFTER 
ΤΗΕ JAPANESE OCCUPATION, AND THE SAME THING 
AGAIN FOR THE KOREAN WAR. 


AT THE END, WERE EXER T]: UNDER JAPANESE 


SHOWN EXCERPTS OF | | 0Cსწ8ი0V, A KOREAN 
THEIR LATEST BEGGAR iS BEATEN BY 


PRODUCTIONS, JAPANESE SOLDIERS, 




















ES. 
7 AND WHERE отнет 
Do THE SCIENCE 


Fiction Films? 


И in A 

JAPANESE LABOR CAME, 1 

2 ων. SETS FIRE TO HIS HOME 
INSTEADOF CAFTTULATING 

REFUSING TO APOLOGIZE} | To CAFITALISTS. Š 


| Loves Tue movies! wis I) THATS ACCORDING То Reve- 


WC Mo LATIONS MADE BY SOUTH 
F TET in ns KOREAN FILMMAKER SHIN SANK- 
| о] OK ACTER HE EMERGED FROM 


MIS EATRAORDINARY ADVENTURE: 


кім JONG-IL 
LOVES THE 
MOVIES | 











IN 1978, NORTH KOREAN AGENTS KIDNAPPED НІМ, 
HE FOUND HIMSELF iN PYONGYANG WHERE KiM 
JONG-iL INVITED VIM To PRODUCE FILMS. HE | 
REFUSED, TRIED TO ESCAPE AND LANDED IN JAIL. 


FOUR YEARS OF INCARCERATION LATER, HE PLAYED 
ALONG, PRODUCING A TOTAL OF Six FILMS, 

DURING A TRIP ABROAD, HE MANAGED То ESCAPE 
AFTER EIGHT YEARS OF CAPTIVITY, 


T< 
мү rie mer ui | | NS 
ALL THE OTHERS, iS HELDIN | |_ 


RESTAURANT No. L. m sd 


μμ VO 


WHEN I LEFT FOR NORTH KOREA, T WAS 
TOLD To TAKE ALONG A Gif T FORTHE 
PRESIDENT OF THE ANIMATION STUDIO. 


OH WELT 
NEVER DiD RUN 
INTO KIM. 


LET'S REDISTRIBUTE 
THE WEALTH To 
THE MASSES. 


WELL, THERE GOES, 
TWO MONTHS ዐየ 
LOYAL SERVICE. 


iN THE 19905, AT THE HEIGHT OF A FAMINE 
THAT CLAIMED SOME 2 MILLION LIVES, 
NORTH KOREA WAS THE WORLD'S BIGGEST 
CLIENT FOR HENESSY COGNAC. 









Memoir/Graphic novel 





Born in Quebec City in 1966, Guy Delisle now 
lives in the South of France with his wife and 
son. Delisle has spent ten years, mostly in 
Europe, working in animation, an experience 
that taught him about movement and drawing. 
He is now currently focusing on his cartooning. 
In addition to Drawn € Quarterly, Delisle is 
published by Editions de L'Association and 
Editions Dargaud in France, and by Editions de 
La Pastéque in Montreal. Pyongyang is his first 
graphic novel in English. 





Drawn € Quarterly 
Montreal 


www.drawnandquarterly.com 


PYONGYANG : PHANTOM CITY 
iN ለ HERMIT NATION. 


TRAMWAYS, CARS, BUSES TRUCKS 


EVERYTHING 15 VERY 
STREETS AREN'T DESERTED AFTER 


CLEAN. TOO CLEAN, 


"Guy Delisle is а wry 37-year-old French Canadian cartoonist whose 


work for а French animation studio requires him to oversee production 
at various Pacific Rim studios on the grim frontiers of free trade. His 
uts him up for months at a time in "cold and soulless' hotel 

ere he suffers Ше usual maladies of the long-term boarder: 


nd linguistic alienation, boredom, and cravings for Western 


and real coffee. Delisle depicts th ojourns into the heart of 


ion in [the] brilliant graphic novel, Pyongyang...” —Foreign Affairs 


| | | | ΙΙ 
97 721526 597898 


ISBN 1 -- 89659 -- 789— 0 





